Subscribe

Past Issues

Defence
Science
Institute

View this email in your browser

Download newsletter as a PDF File

Jump ahead to:

- Other Opportunities

- Defence - International Opportunities
- Upcoming_Events

- Current DSI Opportunities

DSI Behind The Scenes : Dr Christopher Best

DR CHRISTOPHER BEST — ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF DsSI

It is our pleasure to introduce our incoming Associate Director of DSI, Christopher
Best.

Chris is an experimental psychologist with over two decades of post-PhD
experience, primarily within Defence, specialising in aerospace human factors. His
career is defined by his deep engagement with the ADF, addressing critical
challenges in human perception, cognition, team performance, and human-systems
integration.

A dedicated international collaborator, Chris has led numerous international projects
and chaired key forums, including a Five Eyes (FVEY) panel on human-systems
performance. Collaboration with university, industry, and international partners has
been a constant throughout Chris's career. Most recently, he served as the Group
Leader for Cognitive and Vision Sciences within Defence Science and Technology.
Group (DSTG)'s Human and Decision Sciences Division.

We value the depth of experience, vision, and collaborative energy Chris brings to
DSI. We look forward to the opportunity to introduce him to you, our DSI community,
starting this November 2025.
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Over a Million to Enhance Australian Innovations
in Underwater Operations

soson — “Working

Innovation

Under Water”

Victoria’s Defence Science Institute (DSI) and New South Wales’s Defence
Innovation Network (DIN) are collaboratively promoting pioneering research and the
establishment of Defence-focused multidisciplinary teams through funding provided
by the ADSUN Innovation Grant: Working Under Water.

The grant is supported by the Defence Science and Technology Group (DSTG) and
draws together Defence subject matter experts, industry, and academia to explore
the context and requirements for operating in the challenging underwater domain.
This domain presents some of the most complex threats and operational challenges
faced by Defence personnel. Advanced sensor technology and robust
communication and navigation are cornerstones of a capability that protects our
frontline operators from harm whilst also being highly relevant to civilian underwater

activities, creating valuable dual use outcomes.

Read More

Dept of State Growth - Defence Industry Tender
Support Grant (Tasmania)

The Department of State Growth Defence Industry Tender Support Grant provides
up to $30,000 in matching funding for Tasmanian-based advanced manufacturing
and advanced technology businesses to utilise a consultancy or other external
service to enhance the chance of success when developing a submission to an
Approach to Market for a Defence or related security sector procurement.

Applications will be accepted and assessed on an ongoing basis until the end of
2026 or when all funds are committed, whichever is earlier.

Read More
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Chief of Army History Conference - 19 November
2025

The Chief of Army History Conference 2025 will be held 19 November 2025, online
and at Parliament House, Canberra.

Chief of Army History Conference 2025 will analyse how Army has reviewed its
profession in the past, learnt from it and implemented strategies for improvement
and development.

Registration is free.
& Army

Read more and register

Defence Gift Receiving Policy and
Commonwealth Procurement Rules Update

Changes to Commonwealth Procurement Rules - 17
November 2025
Key changes include

¢ Increasing the $80,000 threshold for open tendering to $125,000;

e Requiring that non-corporate Commonwealth entities invite only Australian
businesses to tender for procurements valued above $10,000 and below
$125,000.

* For construction services, this requirement extends to procurements valued
below $7.5 million.

¢ Requiring that non-corporate Commonwealth entities only invite small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) to tender for procurements under $125,000 from
the Management Advisory Services Panel, People Panels, or standing offers
managed by the Digital Transformation Agency

o Clarifying that submissions and confidential information provided as part of
tendering may be shared within the Commonwealth for compliance monitoring
and other legitimate, non-commercial purposes.

o Clarifying when and how negotiations with tenderers may be conducted.

Changes to Dept of Defence Gifts and Benefits Policy
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Under the new policy, Defence officials must not accept gifts, benefits or hospitality
from commercial entities where it gives rise to an actual, potential or perceived
conflict of interest.

This includes gifts, benefits or hospitality from entities tendering or intending to
tender for Defence work and entities already in contract or in the supply chain with
Defence.

Read more - Commonwealth Procurement Rules

Read more - Defence Gift Receiving Policy

LaunchVIC : 30 x 30 Program for 2026

LaunchVic is seeking the next generation of global tech leaders! Applications are
now open for the highly-regarded 30X30 program — the flagship initiative dedicated
to developing 30 Victorian tech unicorns by 2030. Secure your spot in Australia's
leading scaleup program today.

Key Date: Applications will close strictly on Wednesday, 26th November 2025, at
1:00 PM (AEDT).

Read More

Other Opportunities

Hello tomorrow challenge, closing 20 Nov 2025

Dept of Defence - 2026 Strategic Policy Grants Program - GO7979 closing 30
November 2025

Monash Velos Accelerator
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Drones Young_Investigator Award - Nominations Close 31 December 2025A0C

Australia 2025 Essay_Competition - Shape the Future of Electronic Warfare closing
18 January 2026

Call for Speakers at the Malware & Reverse Engineering_ Conference (MRE),
BSidesBallarat, scheduled for February 26 - 27, 2026.

ODIS - Defence Business Readiness Tool

Modern defensible architecture

Defence - International Opportunities

DARPA - Track at Big Distances with Track-Before-Detect (TBD2) - DARPA-PS-26-
01

Proposal abstracts are due 4 December 2025

Read More

HMGCC - Novel Counter Drone and Ground Station Solutions
Submissions are due 4 December 2025
Read More

HMGCC - Managing Cyber-Security Risk Through Network Monitoring
Submissions are due 20 November 2025.
Read More
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o ASPI Women in Defence and Security Network Gala Dinner — 12 November

2025

e CSides Ballarat - Cybersecurity for Small Business - 13 November 2025

¢ National Indigenous Engineering Summit - 17-19 November 2025, Melbourne

* |nnovationAus Awards for Excellence 2025, Sydney, 27 Nov 2025

e ARC Training_Centre for Biofilm Research and Innovation - Biofilms: A Major
Global Challenge, Melbourne - 24 November 2025

e 2025 Australian Flight Test Symposium - 25-26 November 2025, University of

Newcastle Callaghan Campus

o Defence Al 2025 Symposium, Canberra - 1 December 2025
* Next Generation Responsible Al Symposium 1-2 December, Adelaide

o Defence Human Sciences Symposium 2025, Perth, 2-4 December 2025

e ODIS Webinar: A focus on small-to-medium enterprises, 4 December 2025

(Registrations open soon)

* Digital Image Computing; Techniques and Applications (DICTA) 2025

conference. 3-5 December 2025, Adelaide

e AusQRC 2025, Monash university, Clayton, 8 December 2025
* Malware & Reverse Engineering_Conference (MRE), BSidesBallarat, 26 - 27

Feb 2026
o EW ANZ 2026 - 11 -13 March 2026, Canberra

* International Conference on Peace and Conflict Management (ICPM 2026)

19 - 20 March 2026, Bali, Indonesia

* 3rd World Conference on Security Studies,Warsaw, Poland, - 29-31 May 2026

e The 2026 Land Forces International Land Defence Exposition (Land

Forces), 6 -8 Oct 2026, Perth

Current DSI Opportunities

DSI - APR.Intern : New Defence Internship for Tasmanian Companies

Tasmanian Defence Industry Scholarships (Undergraduates)

Nuclear Powered Submarine Program
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