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2026 Kickoff : ASR Defence Secures $1.8M for
Next-Gen Decision Support 

The Defence Science Institute (DSI) is proud to announce that ASR Defence Pty
Ltd has been awarded a $1.8 million contract via the Advanced Strategic
Capabilities Accelerator (ASCA).

In a major win for local sovereign capability, ASR Defence is the only Victorian-
identified recipient out of a $40M national investment, with the University of
Melbourne serving as the sole Victorian university in this Emerging Disruptive
Technology (EDT) cohort.
 

Turning Research into Reality
It is inspiring to see our former DSI Directors continuing to shape Australia’s strategic
future. Prof. Len Sciacca FTSE (Founder) and Laureate Prof. Rob Evans (Project
Advisor) play a key role in fostering this innovation, connecting advanced research
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with practical benefits.

This project bridges the gap between high-level academic research and operational
advantage. Building on years of foundational study, the ASR team is transitioning
advanced signal concepts, complex waveforms, and adaptive techniques from
research papers into deployable assets. Key technical focus areas include:

Advanced Waveform Implementation: Utilising sophisticated signal
processing for superior data acquisition.
Intelligent Decision Support: Optimising the coordination between sensors
and effectors to enable faster, more accurate decision-making in the field.

DSI congratulates the entire team—including Project Lead Dr. Estefania Yap (Co-
founder of ASR), Technical Lead Prof. Chris Manzie and Key Researchers Dr Eric
Schoof and Dr Viv Bone—on this landmark achievement for Victorian defence
innovation.

📸 : ASR Defence

National Indigenous Space Academy - 2026
Applications

Applications are now open for the 2026 National Indigenous Space Academy,
closing 17 February 2026.

The NISA is open to indigenous students  studying a degree in science, technology,
engineering or maths at undergraduate or postgraduate level at any university in
Australia.

Students are mentored by experts from world leading laboratories while working on
unique projects such as space missions, rovers, robotics for unexplored ocean
worlds, robot perception control, AI and path planning.

Following a Space Boot Camp at Monash University, students undertake a
placement at either NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in the USA or the STFC's

Read the Full Media Release
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Rutherford Appleton Laboratory in the UK.

📸 : Monash University

 

NATO Science for Peace and Security
Programme

The NATO SPS Programme promotes dialogue and practical cooperation between
NATO member states and NATO partner countries based on scientific research,
technological innovation and knowledge exchange. It enables scientists, experts and
officials from Allied nations and NATO partner countries to work together to address
emerging security challenges and their impact.
 

The SPS Programme offers funding, expert advice and support to tailor-made, civil
security-relevant activities that respond to NATO’s strategic objectives.
 

Applications are open for two streams, closing 31 January 2026.

1. Events - Advanced Research Workshops, Advanced Training Courses,
Advanced Study Institutes.

2. Multi-year Projects - budgets are typically in the range €250,000 - 400,000.  A
Phase 1 application is due 31 January, successful applicants will be invited to
submit a full application.

American Australian Association - Veterans'
Scholarships

Read More

Read More
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Applications are open for the American Australian Association Veterans
Scholarships, closing 31 March 2026.

The scholarship provides support for Australian military veterans to undertake full-
time study in the USA in any discipline for a minimum of 1 year.  Up to USD$40,000
is available for tuition, travel, living and other associated educational costs.

Scholarship streams:

Undergraduate
Graduate (Masters, PhD or Postdoctoral Research)
Indigenous Undergraduate
Indigenous Graduate (Masters, PhD or Postdoctoral Research)

Applicants do not need to have secured and offer at the time of application but
should be actively looking for a place.

📸 American Australian Association

American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics - Student Design Competitions

Registrations/Letters of Intent are open for the 2026 AIAA Student Design
Competitions, closing 6 February 2026.

Entries are open to individuals and teams of 3 - 10, depending on the
competition category.   All entrants and team members must be student
members of the AIAA.

Final entry designs for the competitions are due 15 May 2026.

2026 Design Competitions

Read More
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Undergraduate Team Space Design Competition
Open Division Graduate / Undergraduate Missile Systems Design
Competition - High-Volume Low-Cost Cruise Missile
Undergraduate Individual Aircraft Design Competition
Undergraduate Team Aircraft Design Competition - Next Generation
Carrier-based Strike Fighter Aircraft
Graduate Team Aircraft Design Competition

Other Opportunities

AusTrade - Cybersecurity Missions - 2026

Monash Velos Accelerator

 CSIRO - Next Generation Graduates Scholarship Program

2026 Deakin Defence Conference - Call for Abstracts closing 25 January 2026

2026 Defence and National Security Workforce Awards - Nominations Open until 30
Jan 2026

Call for Speakers at the Malware & Reverse Engineering Conference (MRE),
BSidesBallarat, scheduled for February 26 - 27, 2026.

Innocentive /UNDP - Affordable Tools to Find and Mark Underwater Explosive
Ordnance closing 9 March 2026

IET Postgraduate Research Awards closing 2 April 20-26

ODIS - Defence Business Readiness Tool

Modern defensible architecture
 

Read More
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Defence - International Opportunities

DARPA - Generative Optogenetics - DARPA-PS-26-10
Abstracts are due 16 January 2026.
Read More

DARPA - Mechanisms for Amplification of fusion Reaction Rates in Solids
(MARRS) - HR001126S0007

Abstracts, strongly encouraged but not mandatory, are due 26 January 2026.
Full proposals are 12 March 2026.
A Proposers Day will be held 20 January 2026 via ZoomGov webinar.
Register here by 14 January 2026.
Non-US citizens must submit a DARPA Form 60 (Visit Request) or an Official
Visit Request through their embassy (government personnel) by 8 January
2026.

Read More

DARPA - Frosty - DARPA-PS-26-03
Abstract proposals are due 30 January 2026.
Read More

DARPA - Request for Information - Provably Private and Performant Payment
Paradigms
Responses are to be submitted via email to DARPA-SN-26-23@darpa.mil by 13
February 2026.
Read More

US Army - Request for Information - Mutually Beneficial Multidisciplinary
Innovation Ecosystems
Responses are to be submitted via email to MBMIS-RFI@army.mil by 15 February
2026.
Read More

DARPA - Strategic Technology Office - Innovation Solutions Opening - DARPA-PS-
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26-09
Abstract proposals will be accepted an assessed on a rolling basis until 31 October
2027.
Read More

UK HMGCC - Antenna-Boosting Materials
Applications are due 29 January 2026.
Read More

UKDI-DASA -  Autonomous Sensor Management and Sensor Counter
Deception - Phase 2
Proposals are due 10 February 2026.
Read More

Upcoming Events

DARPA - GUARDIAN Industry Day - 27 January 2026, RSVP by 22 January.

Note: Non-US citizens must submit a DARPA Form 60 (Visit Request) or an
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Official Visit Request through their embassy (government personnel) by

20 January 2026.

National Industry PhD Program - Round 7  information webinar will be held 3

February 2026.  Register here.

FB Ideas - Understanding Federal Opportunities - 26 February 2026,

Melbourne

Malware & Reverse Engineering Conference (MRE), BSidesBallarat, 26 - 27

Feb 2026

2026 Pacific Operational Science & Technology Conference (POST), Honolulu,

Hawaii - 9 - 12 March 2026

EW ANZ 2026 - 11 -13 March 2026, Canberra

International Conference on Peace and Conflict Management (ICPM 2026) -

19 - 20 March 2026, Bali, Indonesia

Defence Connect - The Progress Report Luncheon, Sydney - 26 March 2026

2026 Deakin Defence Conference 30 March - 1 April 2026

Quantum Australia Conference, Adelaide - 29 - 30 April 2026

3rd World Conference on Security Studies,Warsaw, Poland, - 29-31 May 2026

Aus Space 2026, Sydney - 17-18 June 2026

The 2026 Land Forces International Land Defence Exposition (Land

Forces), 6 -8 Oct 2026, Perth

Current DSI Opportunities

DSI - APR.Intern : New Defence Internship for Tasmanian Companies

Tasmanian Defence Industry Scholarships (Undergraduates)

Nuclear Powered Submarine Program
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