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ADSTAR Call for Papers - Opens 16 February
2026

The 2026 Australian Defence Science, Technology & Research Summit will be held 4
- 6 August in Adelaide.

Paper Submissions open 16 February 2026, closing 27 March 2026.

Submissions for oral presentations, e-poster presentations and workshops are
invited on the themes of

Anticipating the Future - How can we better forecast emerging threats and
opportunities? This subtheme explores foresight, trends, and analysis to
ensure Australia stays ahead of the curve.
Experimentation - Innovation demands courage to test, trial, and sometimes
fail fast. Here we spotlight experimentation as a driver of discovery turning
creative ideas into practical solutions.
Integrated Ecosystem - Defence innovation doesn’t happen in isolation. This
subtheme celebrates collaboration across Defence, government, academia,
and industry building an ecosystem where partnerships accelerate capability.
Mission Driven - Science and technology must deliver outcomes that matter.
This stream focuses on aligning research and innovation to Defence missions,
ensuring that every idea has a pathway to impact.

📸 : ADSTAR 2026

Read More
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Secure Connectivity Principles for Operational
Technology

With their international partners, the Australian Signals Directorate and the Australian
Cyber Security Centre have released guidance as to how organisations should
design, secure and manage connectivity in operational technology.

Propel-AIR 2.0

Applications will open for Propel-AIR 2.0 on 17 February 2026.

Propel-AIR fast-tracks Australian robotics and AI start-ups, scale-ups and innovators
developing solutions across all industries.

The winning team will receive

a 1-month residency with MassRobotics, Boston
visits to key companies and institutions in the Boston tech community (eg MIT,
Boston Dynamics)
mentorship by MassRobotics experts.

The Propel-AIR roadshow will be travelling around Australia from February through
April.

Artificial Intelligence for Small Business

Read More

Read More
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The Australian Signals Directorate and the Australian Cyber Security Centre have
released guidance for small business on the key cyber security risks of small
business adopting cloud-based AI technologies and how to mitigate them.

CSIRO - ON Prime 19

Applications are open for the next round of CSIRO's ON Prime program, closing 4
March 2026.
 

ON Prime is a free, nine-week program that helps research teams turn great ideas
into real-world impact. Open to all disciplines and project stages, Prime guides
teams of two to five through customer discovery, communication skills and evidence-
building.  The program blends in-person and online learning across six facilitated
days over nine weeks.

On Prime is open to teams of 2 - 5 people, at least one of whom must be a
researcher at an Australian university or a publicly funded research organisation.
 

Application Briefings will be held 10 February and 3 March 2026.  Register here.

📸 CSIRO

Strengthening the Path to Impact with ON
Translate

Read More

Read more about ON Prime and apply here.
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ON Translate is a specialised platform that links Australia’s deep tech community. In
line with CSIRO’s goal to boost research impact, this community offers ongoing
support, peer learning, and industry connections essential for navigating the
innovation process. Whether you are a researcher aiming to reduce the risks of your
technology or a mentor wanting to assist the next major breakthrough, ON Translate
serves as your entry point to Australia’s innovation ecosystem.
 

📸 CSIRO

Defence Export Controls - Upcoming Events 

Virtual Sessions

26 February 2026 -Defence Export Controls: Compliance - What You Need to
Know
21 April 2026 - Defence Export Controls: Defence Strategic Goods List -
What's New
23 June 2026 - Defence Export Controls: MADE Portal - How to Set Yourself
Up for Permit Success
27 August 2026 - Defence Export Controls: Safeguarding Australia's Military
Secrets
29 October 2026 - Defence Export Controls: Compliance Monitoring
3 December 2026 - Defence Export Controls: 2026 - Year in Review

To find out more, register for events and access materials from past events, visit the
DEC Outreach and Training webpage.

📸 Defence

US 2026 National Defense Strategy

Read More

Read More
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The US 2026 National Defense Strategy has been released, with efforts to be
focused on

defending the US homeland
deterring China in the Indo-Pacific through strength, not confrontation
increasing burden-sharing with US allies and partners
supercharging the US defense industrial base

📸 US Defense

Other Opportunities

16th International High Performance Computing Summer School - 12 - 17 July 2026,
Applications close 31 Jan 2026

AusTrade - Cybersecurity Missions - 2026

Monash Velos Accelerator

 CSIRO - Next Generation Graduates Scholarship Program

2026 Deakin Defence Conference - Call for Abstracts closing 25 January 2026

2026 Defence and National Security Workforce Awards - Nominations Open until 30
Jan 2026

Call for Speakers at the Malware & Reverse Engineering Conference (MRE),

Read More
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BSidesBallarat, scheduled for February 26 - 27, 2026.

Innocentive /UNDP - Affordable Tools to Find and Mark Underwater Explosive
Ordnance closing 9 March 2026

IET Postgraduate Research Awards closing 2 April 20-26

ODIS - Defence Business Readiness Tool

Modern defensible architecture
 

Defence - International Opportunities

DARPA - Photonic Integrated Circuit Architectures for Scalable System Objectives
(PICASSO) - DARPA-PS-26-13
Abstract proposals are due 9 February 2026.  Successful abstracts will be invited to
submit full proposals by 6 March 2026.
Read More

DARPA - Request for Information - Modular and Sustainable mK Cryogenic
Equipment
Responses to this RFI are due via email to to DARPA-SN-26-40@darpa.mil by 16
February 2026.
Read More

UK DASA - Conflict Wounds - From Biology to Battlefield Solutions
Proposals are due 24 March 2026.
Read More
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Upcoming Events

Team Defence Australia - 2026 Tradeshow Missions, EoI closes starting 31

January 2026

National Industry PhD Program - Round 7  information webinar will be held 3

February 2026.  Register here.

Women in International Security Australia - Webinar - 5 February 2026

Austrade - Southeast Asia Cyber Security Insights - 9 and 10 February 2026

FB Ideas - Understanding Federal Opportunities - 26 February 2026,

Melbourne

Malware & Reverse Engineering Conference (MRE), BSidesBallarat, 26 - 27

Feb 2026

BSides Ballarat 2026 - 28 February - 1 March 2026, SMB Technology Park,

Ballarat.

2026 Pacific Operational Science & Technology Conference (POST), Honolulu,

Hawaii - 9 - 12 March 2026

EW ANZ 2026 - 11 -13 March 2026, Canberra

International Conference on Peace and Conflict Management (ICPM 2026) -

19 - 20 March 2026, Bali, Indonesia

Defence Connect - The Progress Report Luncheon, Sydney - 26 March 2026

2026 Deakin Defence Conference 30 March - 1 April 2026

Quantum Australia Conference, Adelaide - 29 - 30 April 2026

3rd World Conference on Security Studies,Warsaw, Poland, - 29-31 May 2026

Aus Space 2026, Sydney - 17-18 June 2026

2026 AI and Cybersecurity Leadership Summit - 19 June 2026, Melbourne

The 2026 Land Forces International Land Defence Exposition (Land

Forces), 6 -8 Oct 2026, Perth

Current DSI Opportunities

DSI - APR.Intern : New Defence Internship for Tasmanian Companies

Tasmanian Defence Industry Scholarships (Undergraduates)

Nuclear Powered Submarine Program
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