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ASCA - Early Notice - 2026 Pitch Days

ASCA

Advanced Strategic
Capabilities Accelerator

ASCA will hold two Pitch Days in 2026 for industry and academia to present their
idea to Defence and ensure Defence remains aware of new capabilities and
innovations.

The first of these will be held at ADSTAR 2026 (4 - 6 August 2026), in Adelaide,
focused on new capabilities and innovations that ensure resilient command and
control.

Those wishing to present will be required to respond to a Request for Information, to
be released in March on AusTender.

& : ASCA

Read More

Dept of Defence - Expressions of Interest -
Advanced Capabilities Investment (ACI) Fund
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Australian Government

Defence

The Department of Defence is seeking Expressions of Interest from interested

parties to identify potential Private Capital Partner(s) to establish and manage an
Advance Capability Investment Fund(s).

The purpose of an ACI Fund(s) will be to invest in Australian small to medium sized
businesses alongside private capital to support the development of kinetic and
kinetic-enhancing advanced defence capabilities, including dual-use capabilities,
with a view to growing and scaling such businesses, including for potential export
opportunities.

Government co-investment of up to $500 million into one or more ACI Fund is
intended to catalyse private co-investment to create a fund with at least $1 billion
under management.

Information Session
An online industry briefing will be held 12 March 2026. Register here.

Responses are due 4:00pm (Canberra time) 30 April 2026 via AusTender Ref
DEFENCE/REOI/61094.

Read the Media Release: Minister Pat Conroy for Defence Industry

§®3 : Defence

Read More

Launch of The 'Defence Export Controls
Foundations' eLearning module : "How-to" and
the "Why"

Australian Government

Defence
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DEC have launched the updated Defence Export Controls (DEC) Foundations
elLearning module. Whether you are in industry, higher educatioon and research,
or government, this module is your roadmap to navigating Australia’s export

system.

What you will learn:

¢ How to recognise regulatory requirements.
e Core compliance principles.

¢ Your responsibilities under the DEC Framework.

Information Session

Staying compliant is non-negotiable. For a deeper dive, check out the "Compliance
— What you need to know" information session which will take place on 26
February 2026 alongside the training.

[] Compliance Guide: Join the Defence Export Controls: Compliance — What you

need to know Information Session

Upcoming Events (Virtual Sessions)

¢ Defence Strategic Goods List - What's New21 April 2026

o MADE Portal - How to Set Yourself Up for Permit Success23 June 2026
e Safeguarding Australia's Military Secrets27 August 2026

e Compliance Monitoring29 October 2026

o 3 December 2026 : 2026 - Year in Review

& DEC

Start Here

Australian Signals Directorate - 2027 Graduate,
Cadetship and Apprenticeship Programs

Applications are open for the 2027 ASD Graduate, Cadetship and Apprenticeship
Programs, closing 6 April 2026.

Applicants must be Australian citizens.

All Programs are paid positions.

Read More

CSIRO Industry PhD Scholarship Program
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Applications for Round 1 2026 of the CSIRO Industry PhD Scholarship Program
close 2 April 2026.

The Scholarships provide approximately $48,000 for living expenses and $13,000 for
project expenses each year for four years.

Students work with an industry partner and CSIRO as co-supervisors, spend time
with the industry partner and receive professional development and training.

Projects are on offer at universities across Australia in a wide range of disciplines.

Applicants must be an Australian citizen or permanent resident, or a New Zealand
citizen.

Read More

DFAT - Australia-Korea Foundation 2026-27
Grants
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in‘ways that enhance mutual understanding and people-to-people links.

Grants of between $50,000 and $150,000 for projects, generally of up to 1 year
duration. In exceptional circumstances, grants for up to 3 years may be considered.

Applications are sought for projects in the priority areas of:

o Qactivities that promote cooperation on bilateral, economic security and broader
geostrategic issues

e activities that expand Korean literacy in Australia and/or an understanding of
Australia in Korea

¢ arts, culture, sport, and youth engagement

¢ activities that advance cooperation in key emerging sectors, including energy
transition, critical minerals, resilient supply chains, agriculture, artificial
intelligence, robotics, cybersecurity and advanced technologies.

Grant activities must be delivered in Australia, the Republic of Korea, or both.

Applications close 13 May 2026.

il DFAT

Read More

The MBDA Supplier Industry Day - 18th March
2026 - Expressions of Interest (Eols)

MBDA is hosting a Supplier Industry Day on Wednesday 18 March in Melbourne.

Whether you’re a defence veteran or a business from a completely different sector
looking to pivot, this Supplier Industry Day is your chance to pitch your innovation
and explore national and global partnerships.

Why attend?

¢ Direct access to MBDA Procurement & Technical experts.
o Explore future business strategies.

¢ No prior defence experience required

5 How to apply: Email your Company Name, ABN, and the names of two

attendees to: ftn.innovation.gateway@mbda-systems.com

i VIBDA

Ways to collaborate with MBDA

Other Opportunities
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International Space Science Institute - Visiting_Scientists (Various deadlines starting

18t March 2026)

Innocentive /UNDP - Affordable Tools to Find and Mark Underwater Explosive
Ordnance closing 9 March 2026

International Space Science Institute - International Teams, Applications are due 13
March 2026.

IET Postgraduate Research Awards closing 2 April 20-26

CSIRO - Next Generation Graduates Scholarship Program

Monash Velos Accelerator

ODIS - Defence Business Readiness Tool

Modern defensible architecture

Defence - International Opportunities
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UK Advanced Research + Innovation Agency - Scaling Trust

¢ An information webinar will be held 3 March 2026 (GMT)
e or Mar 4, 2026 03:00 AM in Canberra, Melbourne, Sydney- register here.

Proposals are due 24 March 2026

Read More

UK Defence Innovation - Countering lllegal Use of UAS Around Prisons and
Sensitive Sites

Submissions are due 31 March 2026.

Read More

Upcoming Events

¢ FB Ideas - Understanding_Federal Opportunities - 26 February 2026,

Melbourne

o Malware & Reverse Engineering Conference (MRE), BSidesBallarat, 26 - 27

Eeb 2026

o BSides Ballarat 2026 - 28 February - 1 March 2026, SMB Technology. Park

Ballarat.

¢ Women's Defence Connection - International Women's Day Lunch - 5 March

2026

e 2026 Pacific Operational Science & Technology Conference (POST), Honolulu,

Hawaii - 9 - 12 March 2026

o EW ANZ 2026 - 11 -13 March 2026, Canberra



https://defencescienceinstitute.com/funding-opportunity/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/funding-opportunity/
https://eu01web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jmv4GYVDSHi1yKRt3USNqw#/registration
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/funding-opportunity/advanced-research-innovation-agency-scaling-trust/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/funding-opportunity/uk-defence-innovation-countering-illegal-use-of-uas-around-prisons-and-sensitive-sites/
https://www.defencescienceinstitute.com/
https://www.defencescienceinstitute.com/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/fb-ideas-understanding-federal-opportunities-26-february-2026/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/fb-ideas-understanding-federal-opportunities-26-february-2026/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/2026-malware-and-reverse-engineering-conference-26-27-february-2026/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/2026-malware-and-reverse-engineering-conference-26-27-february-2026/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/bsides-ballarat-2026-28-february-1-march-2026/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/bsides-ballarat-2026-28-february-1-march-2026/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wdcs-annual-international-womens-day-luncheon-tickets-1980921245771?aff=eivtefrnd&utm-campaign=social%2Cemail&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-source=strongmail&utm-term=listing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wdcs-annual-international-womens-day-luncheon-tickets-1980921245771?aff=eivtefrnd&utm-campaign=social%2Cemail&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-source=strongmail&utm-term=listing
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/2026-pacific-operational-science-and-technology-post-conference-9-12-march-2026/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/2026-pacific-operational-science-and-technology-post-conference-9-12-march-2026/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/ew-anz-2026-11-13-march-2026-2/
http://eepurl.com/dN1-8g
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=81ad37b84db20d5b82f7208f3&id=5f0926540f
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=81ad37b84db20d5b82f7208f3&id=5f0926540f
javascript:;

Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate ¥

International Conference on Peace and Conflict Management (ICPM 2026) -

19 - 20 March 2026, Bali, Indonesia

Securing Our Future, Canberra - 24 - 25 March 2026

2026 Deakin Defence Conference 30 March - 1 April 2026

Quantum Australia Conference, Adelaide - 29 - 30 April 2026

University of Nottingham, United Kingdom,- 29-30 June 2026
ADSTAR 2026, Adelaide 4-6 August 2026
The 2026 Land Forces International Land Defence Exposition (Land

Forces), 6 -8 Oct 2026, Perth

PARARI 2026 - Australian Explosive Ordnance Safety Symposium, Canberra -

24 - 26 November 2026

Undersea Defence Technology Australia, Adelaide - 2 - 4 December 2026

Current DSI Opportunities

DSI - APR.Intern : New Defence Internship for Tasmanian Companies

Nuclear Powered Submarine Program
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