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ASCA - Early Notice - 2026 Pitch Days

ASCA will hold two Pitch Days in 2026 for industry and academia to present their
idea to Defence and ensure Defence remains aware of new capabilities and
innovations.

The first of these will be held at ADSTAR 2026 (4 - 6 August 2026), in Adelaide,
focused on new capabilities and innovations that ensure resilient command and
control.

Those wishing to present will be required to respond to a Request for Information, to
be released in March on AusTender.

📸 : ASCA

Dept of Defence - Expressions of Interest -
Advanced Capabilities Investment (ACI) Fund

Read More
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The Department of Defence is seeking Expressions of Interest  from interested
parties to identify potential Private Capital Partner(s) to establish and manage an
Advance Capability Investment Fund(s).

The purpose of an ACI Fund(s) will be to invest in Australian small to medium sized
businesses alongside private capital to support the development of kinetic and
kinetic-enhancing advanced defence capabilities, including dual-use capabilities,
with a view to growing and scaling such businesses, including for potential export
opportunities.

Government co-investment of up to $500 million into one or more ACI Fund is
intended to catalyse private co-investment to create a fund with at least $1 billion
under management.

 

Information Session

An online industry briefing will be held 12 March 2026. Register here.

Responses are due 4:00pm (Canberra time) 30 April 2026 via AusTender Ref
DEFENCE/REOI/61094.

Read the Media Release: Minister Pat Conroy for Defence Industry

📸 : Defence

Launch of The 'Defence Export Controls
Foundations' eLearning module : "How-to" and

the "Why"

Read More
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DEC have launched the updated Defence Export Controls (DEC) Foundations
eLearning module. Whether you are in industry, higher educatioon and research,
or government, this module is your roadmap to navigating Australia’s export
system.

What you will learn:

How to recognise regulatory requirements.

Core compliance principles.

Your responsibilities under the DEC Framework.

 

Information Session
Staying compliant is non-negotiable. For a deeper dive, check out the "Compliance
– What you need to know" information session which will take place on 26
February 2026 alongside the training.

📖 Compliance Guide: Join the Defence Export Controls: Compliance – What you
need to know Information Session

 

Upcoming Events (Virtual Sessions)

Defence Strategic Goods List - What's New21 April 2026
MADE Portal - How to Set Yourself Up for Permit Success23 June 2026
Safeguarding Australia's Military Secrets27 August 2026
Compliance Monitoring29 October 2026
3 December 2026 : 2026 - Year in Review

📸 DEC

Australian Signals Directorate - 2027 Graduate,
Cadetship and Apprenticeship Programs

Applications are open for the 2027 ASD Graduate, Cadetship and Apprenticeship
Programs, closing 6 April 2026.

Applicants must be Australian citizens.

All Programs are paid positions.

CSIRO Industry PhD Scholarship Program

Start Here

Read More
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Applications for Round 1 2026 of the CSIRO Industry PhD Scholarship Program
close 2 April 2026.

The Scholarships provide approximately $48,000 for living expenses and $13,000 for
project expenses each year for four years.

Students work with an industry partner and CSIRO as co-supervisors, spend time
with the industry partner and receive professional development and training.

Projects are on offer at universities across Australia in a wide range of disciplines.

Applicants must be an Australian citizen or permanent resident, or a New Zealand
citizen.

DFAT - Australia-Korea Foundation 2026-27
Grants

Read More
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The Australia-Korea Foundation seeks to strengthen the Australia-Korea relationship
in ways that enhance mutual understanding and people-to-people links.

Grants of between $50,000 and $150,000 for projects, generally of up to 1 year
duration.  In exceptional circumstances, grants for up to 3 years may be considered.

Applications are sought for projects in the priority areas of:

 activities that promote cooperation on bilateral, economic security and broader
geostrategic issues
activities that expand Korean literacy in Australia and/or an understanding of
Australia in Korea
arts, culture, sport, and youth engagement
activities that advance cooperation in key emerging sectors, including energy
transition, critical minerals, resilient supply chains, agriculture, artificial
intelligence, robotics, cybersecurity and advanced technologies.

Grant activities must be delivered in Australia, the Republic of Korea, or both.

Applications close 13 May 2026.

📸 :DFAT

The MBDA Supplier Industry Day - 18th March
2026 - Expressions of Interest (EoIs)

MBDA is hosting a Supplier Industry Day on  Wednesday 18 March in Melbourne. 

Whether you’re a defence veteran or a business from a completely different sector
looking to pivot, this Supplier Industry Day is your chance to pitch your innovation
and explore national and global partnerships.

Why attend?

Direct access to MBDA Procurement & Technical experts.

Explore future business strategies.

No prior defence experience required

📩 How to apply: Email your Company Name, ABN, and the names of two
attendees to: ftn.innovation.gateway@mbda-systems.com

.
📸 MBDA

Other Opportunities

Read More

Ways to collaborate with MBDA
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Sponsorship | ADSTAR Summit 2026 | Defence Science and Technology

Team Defence Australia - 2026 Tradeshow Missions

Defence Industry Development Grants - Sovereign Industrial Priorities stream –
closing Saturday 28 February 2026

International Space Science Institute - Visiting Scientists (Various deadlines starting

1st March 2026)

Victorian Govt Pavilion - Land Forces 2026 - EoI Closes 5 March 2026

Innocentive /UNDP - Affordable Tools to Find and Mark Underwater Explosive
Ordnance closing 9 March 2026

International Space Science Institute - International Teams, Applications are due 13
March 2026.

Round 7 of the National Industry PhD Program closing 20 March 2026

ADSTAR Paper Submissions closing 27 March 2026

IET Postgraduate Research Awards closing 2 April 20-26

2026 Eureka Prizes - Entries Close 16 April 2026

Regional Development Victoria – Regional Launching Pads

 CSIRO - Next Generation Graduates Scholarship Program

Monash Velos Accelerator

ODIS - Defence Business Readiness Tool

Modern defensible architecture

USA Critical Technology Areas

 

Defence - International Opportunities
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US Defense Innovation Unit - Runway Independent Maritime and Expeditionary
Strikes (RIMES)

Proposed solutions should demonstrate readiness for significant physical prototyping
within 12 months of agreement award. Response are due 27 February 2026.

Read More

US Defense Innovation Unit - AI-Assisted Triage & Treatment Challenge

An Ask Me Anything information webinar will be held 26 February 2026. 
Register here.
Submissions are due 2 March 2026.

Read More

US Defense Innovation Unit - Geosynchronous High-Resolution Optical Space-
Based Tactical Reconnaissance
Submissions are due 3 March 2026.
Read More

DARPA - Genetic Utilization for Advanced Regulation and Defense of Indigenous
and Native species (GUARDIAN) - DARPA-PS-26-17
Abstract proposals are due 9 March 2026.
Read More

DARPA - Smash - DARPA-PA-26-04
Abstract proposals are due 9 March 2026.
Read More

DARPA - Protean - DARAPRA2601

Video Abstracts and Abbreviated Technical Volumes are due 12 March 2026.
Successful submissions will then be invited to submit a full proposal by 7 May
2026.

Read More

DARPA - Compositional Learning-And-Reasoning for AI Complex Systems
Engineering (CLARA) - DARPA-PA-25-07-02
Abstracts, strongly encouraged but not mandatory, are due 2 March 2026.
Full proposals are due 10 April 2026.
Read More
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UK Advanced Research + Innovation Agency - Scaling Trust

An information webinar will be held 3 March 2026 (GMT)
or Mar 4, 2026 03:00 AM in Canberra, Melbourne, Sydney- register here.

Proposals are due 24 March 2026

Read More

UK Defence Innovation - Countering Illegal Use of UAS Around Prisons and
Sensitive Sites
Submissions are due 31 March 2026.
Read More

Upcoming Events

 

FB Ideas - Understanding Federal Opportunities - 26 February 2026,

Melbourne

Malware & Reverse Engineering Conference (MRE), BSidesBallarat, 26 - 27

Feb 2026

BSides Ballarat 2026 - 28 February - 1 March 2026, SMB Technology Park,

Ballarat.

Women's Defence Connection - International Women's Day Lunch - 5 March

2026

2026 Pacific Operational Science & Technology Conference (POST), Honolulu,

Hawaii - 9 - 12 March 2026

EW ANZ 2026 - 11 -13 March 2026, Canberra
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 AUKUS National Supply Chain Conference, Adelaide - 17 March 2026

International Conference on Peace and Conflict Management (ICPM 2026) -

19 - 20 March 2026, Bali, Indonesia

Securing Our Future, Canberra - 24 - 25 March 2026

2026 Defence Capability Symposium - 26 March 2026 (Virtual)

Defence Connect - The Progress Report Luncheon, Sydney - 26 March 2026

2026 Deakin Defence Conference 30 March - 1 April 2026

Quantum Australia Conference, Adelaide - 29 - 30 April 2026

3rd World Conference on Security Studies,Warsaw, Poland, - 29-31 May 2026

Aus Space 2026, Sydney - 17-18 June 2026

2026 AI and Cybersecurity Leadership Summit - 19 June 2026, Melbourne

25th European Conference on Cyber Warfare and Security (ECCWS),

University of Nottingham, United Kingdom,- 29-30 June 2026

ADSTAR 2026, Adelaide 4-6 August 2026

The 2026 Land Forces International Land Defence Exposition (Land

Forces), 6 -8 Oct 2026, Perth

PARARI 2026 - Australian Explosive Ordnance Safety Symposium, Canberra -

24 - 26 November 2026

Undersea Defence Technology Australia, Adelaide - 2 - 4 December 2026

 

Current DSI Opportunities

DSI - APR.Intern : New Defence Internship for Tasmanian Companies

Tasmanian Defence Industry Scholarships (Undergraduates)

Nuclear Powered Submarine Program
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