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Defence Industry Development Grants - Skilling
Stream Closing Soon

The Defence Industry Development Grants (DIDG) – Skilling Stream offers matching
funds (up to $250,000) for small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and industry
associations to enhance staff skills in key trade, technical, and professional fields. In
addition to improving your business's technical edge, this grant helps lower the
financial obstacles to workforce development.

Funding Available : $5,000 – $250,000 (up to 50% of project costs)

Submission Deadline: Tuesday, 31 March 2026, 11:59 pm AED

Australian Defence Operations Research
Community of Practice

View Guideline and Start Your Application Here
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The Australian Defence Operations Research Community of Practice (ADORCP) is
being established under the auspices of the Military Operations Research Society
(MORS) to grow engagement across those working on Australian Defence
Operational Research problems.

This Community of Practice will be led by MORS (along with Australian academia
and industry Leads) and two senior DSTG members as Co-Leads to help ensure
alignment with Defence problems.

All Operations Research practitioners (industry, academia and Government) from
senior managers to junior employees will be welcome to join the Community.
Members are to have a desire and willingness to work together to contribute to
Australia’s national security through Defence Operations Research.

📸 Military Operations Research Society

Australian Army Open Days - 14 March 2026

The 2026 Australian Army will celebrate 125 years of service with Open Days at sites
across the country, Saturday 14 March 2026.

Select Army bases will open their gates to the community, showcasing Army
capabilities and live demonstrations. From Gallipoli Barracks to Puckapunyal,
Karrakatta, Victoria Barracks, and more, these Open Days will connect Australians
with their Army through interactive displays, demonstrations, and family-friendly
activities.

ASD/ASC - AI and Machine Learning: Supply
Chain Risks and Mitigations

Read More

For details of Open Day sites and time, read more here.

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

https://www.mors.org/mors-communities/communities-of-practice
https://www.mors.org/mors-communities/communities-of-practice
https://www.mors.org/home
https://www.mors.org/home
https://www.mors.org/home
https://www.army.gov.au/news-and-events/events/2026-03-14/australian-army-open-days-2026
https://www.army.gov.au/news-and-events/events/2026-03-14/australian-army-open-days-2026
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/australian-defence-operations-research-community-of-practice-18-february-2026/
https://www.army.gov.au/news-and-events/events/2026-03-14/australian-army-open-days-2026
http://eepurl.com/dN1-8g
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=81ad37b84db20d5b82f7208f3&id=5f0926540f
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=81ad37b84db20d5b82f7208f3&id=5f0926540f
javascript:;


ASD/ASC have released updated guidance for risk mitigation when developing or
incorporating AI and ML into their systems organisations.  The guidance is
particularly pertinent for organisations that deploy or develop artificial intelligence
and machine learning systems and components.  This could range from entirely
outsourcing an AI system where an organisation only provides the training data, to
in-house AI development. When sourcing third-party AI and ML systems and
components, the risks and mitigations in this guidance should inform your questions
and requirements for the vendor.
 

Document

AI and ML: Supply Chain Risks and Mitigations - Artificial intelligence and machine
learning - Supply chain risks and mitigations

2026 Defence Industry Study Course (DISC)

Expressions of Interest are open for the 2026 Defence Industry Study Course,
closing 24 March 2026.

DISC is a key program fostering strong Defence-industry engagement to enhance
ADF capability and national security.

The course is designed for senior executives and leaders working in Defence and
industry sector.

It is conducted over 4 one-week modules between May and December 2026, and
will include a series of industry and base visits as well as networking opportunities.

Course fees are $12,980 GST incl.

Australian Defence Operations Research
Community of Practice - Meetup - 24 March 2026

Read More

Submit your EoI here.
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The next ADORCOP Meetup will be held 24 March 2026.

Prof Terry Caelli, of Deakin University and DSTG, will speak on How Should We Use
Generative AI in Military Operations Research?  

In recent years the evolution of Generative AI (GenAI) has enabled a new class of
technologies that is enabling scientists and engineers to more easily summarize,
query, discover and predict events more accurately than more classical methods –
albeit with large computational cost. Along with such capabilities comes issues of
Security, Intellectual Property, Legal use and Ethical constraints. In this session we
first briefly expose the core computations underlying GenAI and then explore how
members are using, or see the benefits or deficits of GenAI in their work.

Date: 24 March 2026

Time: 1:00 pm AEDT

Meeting Link:  Join via Teams

Meeting ID: 242 912 271 815 96

Passcode: JF2j4Vn3

Land Forces - Innovation PitchFest and Awards

Submissions are open for the Land Forces 2026 Innovation PitchFest and Awards,
closing 9 June 2026.

The Innovation PitchFest and Awards provides a national platform for Australian
companies, organisations, and emerging innovators to present their groundbreaking
ideas to an international audience at Land Forces.

Innovations at any development stage are invited to enter in one of four categories:

Innovation Award - TRL 7 - 9.   $30,000 cash prize
Young Innovator Award  - Must be under 30 years old (or have had a
significant career break).  $30,000 cash prize
Emerging Technology Award - TRL 5 - 6.  $30,000 cash prize
Blue Sky Thinking Award  - TRL 0 - 3.  $10,000 cash prize

📷 AMDA

Join via Teams
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La Trobe University - Eagleworks LIVE - 19 March
2026

La Trobe University presents Eagleworks LIVE at the University's new Eagleworks
Innovation Centre, 19 March 2026.

Eagleworks LIVE is a multi-format exhibition and conference day focused on
innovation, partnerships, commercialisation, technology and entrepreneurship.

With speakers, tours, exhibitors, technology activations and networking sessions,
Eagleworks LIVE will see digital innovation, biotech, health, agrifood and emerging
technologies come together - supported by real spaces, real expertise, and real
momentum.

📷 La Trobe University

Quantum Australia - NewQ & Quantum Showcase
in Melbourne

Quantum Australia's NewQ is an 8-week online program to help innovators take the
first steps on taking their quantum or quantum-adjacent idea to the market.

The program is aimed at early-stage, pre-investment ideas and includes end-user
validation, business model exploration, coaching and networking.

The next cohort of NewQ will run from 7 May to 25 June 2026.

Applications close 9 April.

 

Upcoming Quantum Showcase in Melbourne
📍International delegations are invited to participate in the State Quantum
Showcase in Melbourne on April 27. See the world’s first commercial quantum
diamond foundry in action and explore how quantum is transforming the biomedical
& biopharma sectors.

Limited spots! Register here.

📸  Quantum Australia

Read More

Read More

Read More
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Meet the Deep-Tech Trailblazers : CSIRO ON
Accelerate 10 Showcase

CSIRO has announced the ON Accelerate 10 cohort—a group of 10 powerhouse
research teams turning "lab-bench" breakthroughs into market-ready ventures. From
AI-driven skin cancer detection to revolutionary energy storage in retired mines, this
year’s cohort represents the cutting edge of Australian innovation.

 

Save the Date:
ON Translate 2026 The program culminates at ON Translate 2026 in Melbourne.
This is your chance to watch these teams pitch live to a room of investors,
government stakeholders, and industry leaders.

When: 11 June 2026

Where: Melbourne (In-person & Online)

The Goal: Witness the next generation of deep-tech startups solving global
challenges.

A selection of Featured Teams that may interest you.

Air2Energy: Converting marine emissions into power.

ENERGY DIVERSIONS: Repurposing mine voids for long-duration energy
storage.

DermAI: AI-powered handheld imaging for instant skin cancer assessment.

Verdant-ion: Transforming seed oils into synthetic graphite for the energy
transition.

 

📸 CSIRO

Other Opportunities

Register your spot for ON Translate 2026

Read the full cohort announcement here
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Regional Development Victoria – Regional Launching Pads

Sponsorship | ADSTAR Summit 2026 | Defence Science and Technology

Team Defence Australia - 2026 Tradeshow Missions

International Space Science Institute - International Teams, Applications are due 13
March 2026.

Round 7 of the National Industry PhD Program closing 20 March 2026

Australian Space Awards closing 26 March 2026

ADSTAR Paper Submissions closing 27 March 2026

CSIRO Industry PhD Scholarship Program closing 2 April 2026.

IET Postgraduate Research Awards closing 2 April 20-26

Australian Signals Directorate - 2027 Graduate, Cadetship and Apprenticeship
Programs closing 6 April 2026

2026 Eureka Prizes - Entries Close 16 April 2026

Dept of Defence - Advanced Capabilities Investment (ACI) Fund EoIs closing 30 April
2026

DFAT - Australia-Korea Foundation 2026-27 Grants closing 13 May 2026

 CSIRO - Next Generation Graduates Scholarship Program

Monash Velos Accelerator

ODIS - Defence Business Readiness Tool

The 'Defence Export Controls Foundations' eLearning module 

Modern defensible architecture

USA Critical Technology Areas

 

Defence - International Opportunities
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DARPA -- Expedited Research Innovation System (ERIS)
Read More

DIU - US Defense Innovation Unit - Autonomous Low Profile Vessel
Submissions are due 16 March 2026.
Read More

DIU - US Defense Innovation Unit - Portable Resilient Integrated Storage Module
(PRISM)

Submissions are due 16 March 2026.
Read More

DARPA - Virtual-Integrated Twin for Autonomous Life Saving (VITAL) Proposers Day
- 31 March 2026

DARPA's Biological Technologies Office will hold a hybrid Proposers Day for the

forthcoming Virtual-Integrated Twin for Autonomous Lifesaving (VITAL) program, 

Registrations close 23 March 2026 or when capacity is filled, if earlier. Due to limited

capacity, organisations are limited to two registrants only.

Non-US citizens must submit a DARPA Form 60  (industry or academia

representatives.) Foreign government personnel must submit  an Official Visit

Request  through the Washington Embassy.

Read More

DARPA - Quantum Benchmarking Initiative Topic (QBIT) Stage A - DARPA-PA-26-
02-02
Abstracts are due 31 July 2026.

This call is issued under the Quantum Benchmarking Initiative Announcement
DARPA-PA-26-02.

Read More

Upcoming Events
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EW ANZ 2026 - 11 -13 March 2026, Canberra

DAIRNet - Defence AI Seminar Series; 12 March :Dr Rupert-Barrett-Taylor,

from the Alan Turing Institute, will talk on Between Promise and Practice: The

Challenge of AI in Military Command.

 AUKUS National Supply Chain Conference, Adelaide - 17 March 2026

The MBDA Supplier Industry Day in Melbourne - 18th March 2026

International Conference on Peace and Conflict Management (ICPM 2026) -

19 - 20 March 2026, Bali, Indonesia

Securing Our Future, Canberra - 24 - 25 March 2026

2026 Defence Capability Symposium - 26 March 2026 (Virtual)

Defence Connect - The Progress Report Luncheon, Sydney - 26 March 2026

2026 Deakin Defence Conference 30 March - 1 April 2026

Defence Export Controls Webinar: Defence Strategic Goods List – What’s

New, 21 April 2026

Systems Engineering Test and Evaluation Conference (SETE 2026), Sydney-

27 - 30 April 2026

Quantum Australia Conference, Adelaide - 29 - 30 April 2026

3rd World Conference on Security Studies,Warsaw, Poland, - 29-31 May 2026

Aus Space 2026, Sydney - 17-18 June 2026

2026 AI and Cybersecurity Leadership Summit - 19 June 2026, Melbourne

25th European Conference on Cyber Warfare and Security (ECCWS),

University of Nottingham, United Kingdom,- 29-30 June 2026

ADSTAR 2026, Adelaide 4-6 August 2026

The 2026 Land Forces International Land Defence Exposition (Land

Forces), 6 -8 Oct 2026, Perth

PARARI 2026 - Australian Explosive Ordnance Safety Symposium, Canberra -

24 - 26 November 2026

Undersea Defence Technology Australia, Adelaide - 2 - 4 December 2026

 

Current DSI Opportunities

DSI - APR.Intern : New Defence Internship for Tasmanian Companies

Tasmanian Defence Industry Scholarships (Undergraduates)

Nuclear Powered Submarine Program

Copyright © 2026 Defence Science Institute, All rights reserved.
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