
View this email in your browser

Download newsletter as a PDF file

 

Jump ahead to:
- Other Opportunities
- Defence - International Opportunities
- Upcoming Events
- Current DSI Opportunities

Opportunity : Australia - Canada Research &
Skills Exchange

Following the 2026 Australia–Canada Joint Statement, new pathways are opening
for researchers and students to collaborate on critical mineral and energy security.
This partnership moves beyond traditional extraction, prioritising the "digital and
green" transition.

Scope: The Mining Skills Exchange Pilot specifically targets data
scientists, environmental engineers, and AI researchers working in digital
mining, sustainability (ESG), and safety.
Rewards: Access to talent mobility grants, joint PhD opportunities (notably via
the University of Queensland -University of Alberta partnership), and
shared research infrastructure.
Eligibility: Open to HDR students, early-career researchers, and industry
professionals in Australia.
Where to seek help: * Technical/Funding: Contact the Australian Critical
Minerals R&D Hub (CSIRO/ANSTO/GA). The Australian Critical Minerals
R&D Hub International Scholarship Program - Application Form can be viewed
here.

🎖️ Defence Bonus: Under the new "Strategic Cousins" framework, researchers in
Quantum, Sovereign AI, or Remote Sensing may access dual-use funding through
Defence Australia, focusing on secure supply chains and Arctic/Antarctic
monitoring.
 
Explore the full 2026 Joint Statement here. 
📸Natural Resources Canada

Read More
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ASCA - EDT - Persistent and Pervasive
Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance

(P2ISR)

ASCA is seeking proposals under the Emerging and Disruptive Technologies
Program for the development of new technologies or new knowledge to strengthen
and develop persistent and pervasive intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance
capabilities (P2ISR).

ASCA is specifically looking for cutting-edge, innovative proposals that explore the
art of the possible and generate discovery, new knowledge, concepts, and
prototypes through developing low-maturity emerging and disruptive technologies in
the technology areas of interest.

🔹️Communication solutions
🔹️ Beyond classical computing
🔹️ Pervasive sensing
🔹️ Space capabilities
🔹️ Smart machines

Proposals are due 18 May 2026 via AusTender Ref: ASCA EDT P2ISR RFP.

📸 ASCA

Australian Naval Institute - Unpacking the
Maritime Elements of the National Defence

Strategy - 6 May 2026

The Australian Naval Institute (ANI) presents a webinar on Unpacking the Maritime
Elements of the National Defence Strategy on 6 May 2026.

Hear from panellists including Troy Duggan, Will Taylor and Jennifer Parker as they
look at  what has changed, what has not, and whether the capability and investment
decisions match the strategic intent. The webinar will also examine the balance

Read More
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between sea denial and sea control, and the implications for Australia’s ability to
protect its sea lines of communication and operate with allies.

📸 Australian Naval Institute

News : UK Defence Universities Alliance (DUA)

The UK Ministry of Defence (MOD) has launched the Defence Universities Alliance
(DUA), a strategic network designed to bridge the gap between academia and
national security. The MOD is currently seeking 20 founding member universities
to co-design the alliance’s governance and long-term research agenda.
What is the DUA?
The Alliance is built on three pillars:

1. Defence Research: Making the Higher Education sector a leader in defence
innovation.

2. Skills & Careers: Equipping students and graduates with specialised skills for
the sector.

3. Collaboration: Strengthening the "whole of society" approach to national
security.

Why this important for Australia:
While initial membership is focused on UK institutions (applications close 17 May,
2026), these 20 "founding" universities will likely serve as the lead nodes for future
AUKUS Pillar II research calls and international talent mobility programs.
 

Other Opportunities

Regional Development Victoria – Regional Launching Pads

Team Defence Australia - 2026 Tradeshow Missions

Read More and Register Here.

Read More
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Dept of Defence - Advanced Capabilities Investment (ACI) Fund EoIs closing 30 April
2026

Amazon Science - Amazon Research Awards closing 6 May 2026

2026 Australian Defence Industry Awards closing 8 May 2026

Cooperative Research Centres Projects (CRC-P) Grants - Round 19 closing 12 May
2026

Clunies Ross Technology Innovation Awards closing 12 May 2026

DFAT - Australia-Korea Foundation 2026-27 Grants closing 13 May 2026

2026 Australian Aviation Awards closing 15 May 2026
 
Land Forces - Innovation PitchFest and Awards closing 9 June 2026

 CSIRO - Next Generation Graduates Scholarship Program

Monash Velos Accelerator

ODIS - Defence Business Readiness Tool

The 'Defence Export Controls Foundations' eLearning module 

📸 Canva

Defence - International Opportunities

DARPA - Expeditionary Power- and Energy-Dense Implementations (ExPEDitions) -
Proposers Day - 14 May 2026

Registrations close 4 May 2026 or when capacity is filled, if earlier. 350 webcast
places are available.  Due to the limited capacity, organisations are limited to five
individuals, with no more than two per division or department.

Non-US citizens must submit a DARPA Form 60  (industry or academia
representatives.) Foreign government personnel must submit  an Official Visit
Request  through the Washington Embassy.

Read More

IARPA - Request for Information - Biologically-Derived Materials for Transient
Propulsion Systems
Responses are due 15 May 2026 by email to dni-iarpa-rfi-26-01@iarpa.gov
Read More

DARPA - Request for Information - Materials for Physical Compute in Untethered
Robotics
Responses are to be submitted via email to DARPA-SN-26-76@darpa.mil by 27 May
2026.
Read More
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DARPA - DARPA - Next-Generation Microelectronics Manufacturing (NGMM) -
DARPA-SN-26-69
Abstracts are due 31 July May 2026.
Read More

UK Defence Innovation - Biosecurity Frontiers

Fifteen minute one-to-one information sessions will be held

29 April 2026  18:30 - 21 AEST - Book here (RSVP by Wed 29 Apr • 18:30
AES)
30 April 2026 - Sales ended

Submissions are due 10 June 2026.

Read More

UK HMGCC - Automated Audio Capture and Transcription for Defence Wargaming
Proposals are due 11 June 2026.
Read More

UK Defence Innovation - Map the Gap (Phase 3)

A Launch Webinar will be held 5 May 2026, 19:30 - 21 AEST.  Register here.
Ten minute one-to-one teleconference sessions will be held 13 May 2026 from
18 to 21 AEST.  Register here after the Launch Webinar (On sale 6 May 2026,
18:00)
Submissions are due 16 June 2026.

Read More
 

 

Upcoming Events
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Systems Engineering Test and Evaluation Conference (SETE 2026), Sydney-

27 - 30 April 2026

Quantum Australia Conference, Adelaide - 29 - 30 April 2026

DAIRNet - Defence AI Seminar Series, Maxwell Standen, DSTG 7 May

2026

IODS 2026 26-28 May 2026, Perth

3rd World Conference on Security Studies,Warsaw, Poland, - 29-31 May 2026

Hybrid Event : Meet the Deep-Tech Trailblazers : CSIRO ON Accelerate

10 Showcase  11 June 2026, Melbourne

Aus Space 2026, Sydney - 17-18 June 2026

2026 AI and Cybersecurity Leadership Summit - 19 June 2026, Melbourne

ASPI Defence Conference :Securing the Region for Uncertainty, Canberra -

25 June 2026

25th European Conference on Cyber Warfare and Security (ECCWS),

University of Nottingham, United Kingdom,- 29-30 June 2026

ADSTAR 2026, Adelaide 4-6 August 2026

ICAS2026 Sydney - 13 - 18 September 2026

Submarine Science, Technology & Engineering Conference - 21 - 23

September 2026 in Adelaide

Warship 2026 presented by the Royal Institution of Naval Architects, 30

September - 1 October 2026, Perth

The 2026 Land Forces International Land Defence Exposition (Land Forces), 6

-8 Oct 2026, Perth

PARARI 2026 - Australian Explosive Ordnance Safety Symposium, Canberra -

24 - 26 November 2026

Undersea Defence Technology Australia, Adelaide - 2 - 4 December 2026

 

Current DSI Opportunities

DSI - APR.Intern : New Defence Internship for Tasmanian Companies

Tasmanian Defence Industry Scholarships (Undergraduates)

Nuclear Powered Submarine Program
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