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Opportunity : Establish a World-Class Space
Testing Capability at Your Institution  

DSTG is pleased to invite proposals from academic and industry partners to host a
Space Thermal Vacuum Chamber (TVAC) on a long-term loan.

Acquired in 2022 to simulate Low Earth Orbit (LEO) environments, this TVAC
represents a $4M investment in Australia’s space IS&T capability.

Following the National Defence Strategy, DSTG is looking to transition this high-
value infrastructure to a collaborative hub that is accessible to researchers, industry,
and government, accelerating both civilian and Defence space applications.

Key Opportunity Details:

The Asset: A sophisticated TVAC system for testing small satellites, payloads,
propulsion, and materials.
The Goal: A 'best for capability' partnership that places world-class
infrastructure in the hands of those driving space innovation.
The Open Day: Join DSTG engineers and researchers at Fishermans Bend,
Melbourne to see the system firsthand.

Open Day Details:

Date/Time: 9:00 AM, Wednesday 10th June
Location: DSTG Fishermans Bend, Melbourne

Register By: COB, Wednesday 3rd June 
Note: Photo ID (Passport/Driver’s License) is required for site access.

Responses to the Request for Proposal are due  1 July 2026 via email to
tvac.rfp@defence.gov.au

View the full Request for Proposal here
View the Respondent Questionnaire here
View the Frequently Asked Questions here

📸DSTG
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ASCA - Request for Information - Pitch Day -
Decoy, Deception, Camouflage and Concealment

ASCA is seeking information from potential pitchers for its second Pitch Day for
2026.

With a theme of Decoy, Deception, Camouflage and Concealment, the Pitch
Day will be associated with Land Forces 2026, to be held in Perth. 6 - 8
October 2026.

ASCA is seeking insights into emerging capabilities and innovations that enable
agile signature management through decoy, deception, camouflage and
concealment as per the Challenge Statement.

Responses are due 2:00pm (AEST) 9 June 2026 via AusTender Reference:
ASCA-PITCHDAY-26-DDC.

📸 ASCA

Defence + Industry Conference 2026 - 1 July 2026

The 2026 Defence + Industry Conference will be held 1 July 2026  at the National
Convention Centre, Canberra.

Defence + Industry is an opportunity to engage with senior Defence leaders on the
alignment and relationships under Defence reform, the 2026 National Defence
Strategy, Integrated Investment Program and the soon to be released Defence
Industry Development Strategy 2026, and industry’s vital role in supporting these
strategic outcomes.

The Conference will be pre-ceded by a welcome reception and networking event on
30 June.

Registration closes 19 June 2026.

📸 D&I Conference

Defence Digital Engineering Industry Forum -
28 May 2026

Read More

Read More and Register Here.
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The Defence Digital Engineering Industry Forum will be held 28 May 2026 in
Canberra and on-line.

The Forum brings together Defence and industry leaders, engineering
professionals and technology leaders working together at the intersection of
digital innovation and capability uplift.

Defence Leaders will present on the progress of

digital engineering strategy implementation
model-based engineering
data centric capability development.

The Forum is open to both Defence and Industry, and is relevant to personnel
in  capability‑related, technical, digital engineering and systems engineering
roles.

Security clearance is not required to attend.

📸 Defence

 

International Conference on Neural Information
Processing (ICONIP 2026) - 23-27 November 2026

DSI community is invited to participate in three interconnected events hosted in
Melbourne, Australia, in November 2026. These events represent a unique
collaboration between industry and academia to advance "secure, explainable, and
trustworthy Artificial Intelligence".

The 17th International Cybersecurity and Generative AI Competition (CyberAI
Cup 2026)

The CyberAI Cup is a multi-month challenge focusing on knowledge discovery to
solve advanced, real-world problems in cybersecurity, text mining, and image
processing.

Read More and Register Here.
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Participation: Open to multi-person teams globally.

Timeline: The competition starts 1st June, 2026, and closes 30th August,
2026.
Awards: Top teams are eligible for cash prizes, featuring the 3,000 NZD
APNNS Award for the winners. Awards will be presented during the official
ceremony in November.
Read more here.

 
The 19th International Workshop on Artificial Intelligence and Cybersecurity
(AICS 2026)
Running for twelve consecutive years, this workshop (formerly DMC) is a premier
forum for sharing ideas in data mining, AI, and machine learning.

Submission: Papers should be 10-12 pages in Springer LNCS format.

Deadline: Paper submissions are due by 30th May 2026. Please submit your
papers via the ICONIP submission website, indicating the paper is devoted to
AICS2026 in the options list.
Publication: Accepted papers will be published by Springer as part of the
ICONIP 2026 proceedings.
Read more here.

  
The 33rd ICONIP 2026 Conference

Both the CyberAI Cup and the AICS Workshop are associated with the International
Conference on Neural Information Processing (ICONIP 2026). This major
international conference will be held 23 - 27 November 2026 at the Melbourne
Conference and Exhibition Centre.

Paper submissions will be accepted until 31 May 2026 contributing to theory,
algorithms, models, methodologies, applications, and emerging frontiers including
(but not limited to):

Theory and Algorithms 
Cognitive Neurosciences 
Human Centred Computing 
Applications

ICONIP will include special sessions on

Deep Learning Applications and Foundation Models for Smart and Sustainable
Agriculture
Multimodal Learning and Digital Twins for Advancing Affective Human-Machine
Interaction.
Scaling Intelligence: From Federated Learning to Agentic AI
Reliable, Robust and Secure Machine Learning Algorithms.
Intelligent Renewable Technologies for Environmental Sustainability

📸 ICONIP2026

Other Opportunities

Read More About ICONIP 2026
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Regional Development Victoria – Regional Launching Pads
Team Defence Australia - 2026 Tradeshow Missions

ASCA – EDT – Persistent and Pervasive Intelligence, Surveillance and
Reconnaissance (P2ISR) closing 18 May 2026 via AusTender Ref: ASCA EDT
P2ISR RFP.

17th International Cybersecurity and Generative AI Competition (CyberAI Cup 2026)
- 1 June  - 30 August 2026

Land Forces - Innovation PitchFest and Awards closing 9 June 2026

Australian Institute of Professional Intelligence Officers - Awards for Excellence in the
Intelligence Profession, nominations close 30 June 2026.

Society for Underwater Technology - 2026 Scholarships closing 12 August 2026

 CSIRO - Next Generation Graduates Scholarship Program

Monash Velos Accelerator

ODIS - Defence Business Readiness Tool

The 'Defence Export Controls Foundations' eLearning module 

 

Defence - International Opportunities

US Defense Innovation Unit - Point Break
Responses are due 17 May 2026.
Read More

DARPA - Organoid Cytomorphic Intelligence Resulting from Convergent
Understanding and Information Transfer (O-Circuit) - DARPA-PS-26-28
Abstracts are due 20 May 2026.
Read More

DARPA - DNA-Protein Epigenetic Chemistry Engineering (D-PECHE) - DARPA-SN-
26-67
Abstracts are due 27 May 2026.
Read More

DARPA - Decentralized Artificial Intelligence through Controlled Emergence (DICE)
Proposers Day - 29 May 2026

Registrations close 19 May 2026 or when capacity is filled, if earlier.
Organisations are limited to five individuals, with no more than three per
division or department.
Non-US citizens must submit a DARPA Form 60  (industry or academia
representatives.) Foreign government personnel must submit  an Official Visit
Request  through the Washington Embassy.

Read More

DARPA - Request for Information - Roundtop
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Responses to the RFI are due 1 June 2026 via email to Roundtop@darpa.mil.
Read More

DARPA - Request for Information - Levels of Resilience through Formal Methods
Responses are due 12 June 2026 via email to
ResilientSoftwareSystems@darpa.mil.
Read More

IARPA - Movement Observation and Video-Based Evaluation System (MOVES)
White papers are due 30 June 2026.
Read More

IARPA - Location Using Sound (LocUS)
White papers are due 30 June 2026.
Read More

IARPA - Decipher
White papers are due 30 June 2026.
Read More

IARPA - Commercial Observation for Spatio-Temporal Monitoring for Indications of
Change (COSMIC)
White papers are due 30 June 2026.
Read More

IARPA - Artificial Reasoning for Circuit Automation and Design Engineering
(ARCADE)
White papers are due 30 June 2026.
Read More

US CDMRP Opportunities – Multiples Callouts and Deadlines

Breast Cancer Research Program, Letters of Intent due between 12 and 24
June 2026
Alzhheimer's Research Program, Pre-proposals due 22 June 2026
Lung Cancer Research Program, pre-proposals due 23 June 2026 and 18
August 2026
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Research Program, pre-proposals due 24 June
2026
Peer Reviewed Cancer Research Program, pre-applications due 26 June
2026
Vision Research Program, pre-proposals due 28 June 2026 and 25 August
2026
Pancreatic Research Program, pre-proposals due between 7 July 2026 and
16 September 2026
Tuberous Sclerosis Complex Research Program, letters of Intent due 9 July
2026
Ovarian Cancer Research Program, Pre-proposals due between 13 July 2026
and 15 September 2026
Peer Reviewed Medical Research Program, letters of Intent due between 16
and 23 July 2026
Arthritis Research Program, pre-proposals due 22 July 2026
Tick-Borne Disease Research Program, pre-proposals due 22 and 26 July
2026
Lupus Research Program, letters of Intent due 29 July 2026
Multiple Sclerosis Research Program, letters of Intent due 30 July 2026
Spinal Cord Injury Research Program, pre-proposals due 3 August 2026
Hearing Restoration Program, letters of Intent due 25 August 2026

 

Upcoming Events
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Online Defence AI Seminar Series 2026 : “Responsible procurement of military

artificial intelligence: from principles to practice” by Netta Goussac, Lexbridge,

14 May 2026

IODS 2026 26-28 May 2026, Perth

3rd World Conference on Security Studies,Warsaw, Poland, - 29-31 May 2026

Hybrid Event : Meet the Deep-Tech Trailblazers : CSIRO ON Accelerate

10 Showcase  11 June 2026, Melbourne

4th Australian Space Cyber Forum, Adelaide - 11-12 June 2026

Aus Space 2026, Sydney - 17-18 June 2026

2026 AI and Cybersecurity Leadership Summit - 19 June 2026, Melbourne

ASPI Defence Conference :Securing the Region for Uncertainty, Canberra -

25 June 2026

25th European Conference on Cyber Warfare and Security (ECCWS),

University of Nottingham, United Kingdom,- 29-30 June 2026

19th Australian Space Forum - 21-22 July 2026 in Adelaide

ADSTAR 2026, Adelaide 4-6 August 2026

ICAS2026 Sydney - 13 - 18 September 2026

Submarine Science, Technology & Engineering Conference - 21 - 23

September 2026 in Adelaide

Warship 2026 presented by the Royal Institution of Naval Architects, 30

September - 1 October 2026, Perth

The 2026 Land Forces International Land Defence Exposition (Land Forces), 6

-8 Oct 2026, Perth

ICONIP 2026, Melbourne 23-27 November 2026 

(AICS 2026 will be held in association with 2026 International Workshop on

Artificial Intelligence and Cyber Security (AICS 2026), Melbourne - November

2026 ICONIP 2026 in Melbourne (23 - 27 November 2026).

PARARI 2026 - Australian Explosive Ordnance Safety Symposium, Canberra -

24 - 26 November 2026

Undersea Defence Technology Australia, Adelaide - 2 - 4 December 2026

 

Current DSI Opportunities

DSI - APR.Intern : New Defence Internship for Tasmanian Companies

Tasmanian Defence Industry Scholarships (Undergraduates)

Nuclear Powered Submarine Program
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