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ADSTAR 2026: Defence IS&T Awards for
Excellence - Nominations Now Open 

Presented at the Gala Dinner on 5 August, the Department of Defence Innovation, Science and

Technology Awards for Excellence recognise the individuals and organisations who enable the

delivery of science and technology and secure Australia’s defence and national security interests.

Nominations are open for the Department of Defence Innovation, Science &
Technology Awards for Excellence. These awards honour the individuals and
collaborations that facilitate the advancement of science and technology while
safeguarding Australia's defence and national security interests.
 
Taking place at ADSTAR26 in Adelaide, Defence recognises excellence across
three main areas: 
🤝 Collaboration: Successful partnerships strengthening Australia’s national
Defence Science and Technology enterprise.
⭐ Leadership: High performing individuals who exemplify Defence Values and
leadership.
🚀 Impact: Work that has contributed to the development of technologies that
deliver impactful capabilities.
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Key Dates:

Nominations Close: 26 June 2026
Awards Presented: 5 August 2026
ADSTAR Gala Dinner, Adelaide Convention Centre

Visit the ADSTAR website to submit your nomination today!
 
Update and Reminder: 

The 2026 Defence IS&T Strategy, outlining the future direction for
Defence innovation, will be formally launched at ADSTAR 2026. 
Early bird ticket sales will close on 29 May. Reserve your spot here

📹ADSTAR2026

Secure Your Place : Open Day Registrations
Close 3 June (Updated FAQ Enclosed)

  

DSTG has received an enthusiastic response from the academic community to
the recent Thermal Vacuum Chamber (TVAC) Request for Proposals (RFP). To
all those who have already responded or reached out with questions - thank
you for contributing to this ongoing dialogue.

As a reminder, registrations for the upcoming TVAC Open Day will close on
Wednesday, 3 June. This event offers a fantastic opportunity to see the TVAC
up close, connect directly with DSTG engineers and researchers, and discuss
how this facility could contribute to your institution's space research program.

In response to feedback from potential partners outside of Victoria, DSTG has
revised the FAQ document to specify the support and provisions for interstate
participants. Please take a moment to check the updated FAQ and confirm your
RSVP by 3 June. DSTG looks forward to having you join them on the TVAC
Open Day.

View the Updated FAQ here.

📸 A general breakdown of the TVAC system, DSTG

View ADSTAR26 Program here.

RSVP Attendance by 3 June
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ASCA - Request for Information - Pitch Day -
Decoy, Deception, Camouflage and Concealment

ASCA is seeking information from potential pitchers for its second Pitch Day for
2026.

With a theme of Decoy, Deception, Camouflage and Concealment, the Pitch
Day will be associated with Land Forces 2026, to be held in Perth. 6 - 8
October 2026.

ASCA is seeking insights into emerging capabilities and innovations that enable
agile signature management through decoy, deception, camouflage and
concealment as per the Challenge Statement.

Responses are due 2:00pm (AEST) 9 June 2026 via AusTender Reference:
ASCA-PITCHDAY-26-DDC.

📸 ASCA

Land Environment Working Group (LEWG) 2026,
Canberra - 17 - 18 August 2026

Registrations are open for Land Environment Working Group, to be held in
Canberra, 17 - 18 August 2026.

LEWG is Army’s primary engagement with Defence industry, providing a valuable
platform for collaboration on land capability priorities.

Read More
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Army will share updates on current and emerging priorities and investment plans
within a collaborative environment. The forum aims to strengthen partnerships with
industry and provide opportunities for early input into land capability planning,
enabling participants to share expertise and contribute to shape future land capability
outcomes.

Registration closes 20 July or when capacity is reached.

📸 Defence

Defence Human Sciences Symposium 2026 

The 2026 Defence Human Sciences Symposium (DHSS) will be held in
Adelaide 17 - 19 November. Call for abstracts to open in June so keep an eye
out.

📸 DSTG

Other Opportunities

Read more and register here

Read More
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Regional Development Victoria – Regional Launching Pads

Team Defence Australia - 2026 Tradeshow Missions

The 19th International Workshop on Artificial Intelligence and Cybersecurity (AICS

2026), Paper submissions are due by 30th May 2026. Please submit your papers via
the ICONIP
 

17th International Cybersecurity and Generative AI Competition (CyberAI Cup 2026)
- 1 June  - 30 August 2026

Safran Explore - Smart Materials Challenge closing 5 June 2026

Land Forces - Innovation PitchFest and Awards closing 9 June 2026

Australian Institute of Professional Intelligence Officers - Awards for Excellence in the
Intelligence Profession, nominations close 30 June 2026.

Society for Underwater Technology - 2026 Scholarships closing 12 August 2026

Avalon International Airshow 2027 - Innovation PitchFest and Awards, submissions
closing 1 October 2026

 CSIRO - Next Generation Graduates Scholarship Program

ODIS - Defence Business Readiness Tool

The 'Defence Export Controls Foundations' eLearning module 

 

Defence - International Opportunities
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DARPA - Request for Information - Biomolecule Purification
Responses to this RFI are to be submitted via email to DARPA-SN-26-66@darpa.mil
by 1 June 2026.
Read More

DARPA - New Growth Controls for Achieving Single-Crystal Complex Inorganic
Materials - DARPA-SN-26-83 closing 30 June 2026
Read More

DARPA - MXO Office-Wide Innovative Solutions Opening - DARPA-PS-26-115
Abstract proposals will be accepted and assessed on a rolling basis until 23 April
2027
Read More

US CDMRP Opportunities – Multiples Callouts and Deadlines

Military Burn Research Program, Pre-proposals due 7 July 2026
Traumatic Brain Injury and Psychological Health Research Program
multiple deadlines, pre-proposals due 13 July 2026 and letters of intent
due 24 September 2026
Melanoma Research Program multiple deadlines, pre-proposals due 13
July 2026 and letters of intent due 22 September 2026
Autism Research Program, Pre-proposals due 27 July 2026
Epilepsy Research Program, Pre-applications due 3 August 2026
Prostate Cancer Research Program Letters of Intent due 12 August 2026
Toxic Exposures Research Program, Pre-proposals due 19 August 2026

Upcoming Events
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Hybrid Defence Digital Engineering Industry Forum, Canberra - 28 May 2026

ASPI’s Women in Defence and Security Network - Speed Mentoring in

Canberra, 10 June 2026

DAIRNet - Defence AI Seminar Series- Autonomy Deficits: Barriers to Fielding

Large UAS by WGCDR Keirin Joyce, from RAAF's Jericho Disruptive

Innovation, 11 June 2026

Hybrid Event : Meet the Deep-Tech Trailblazers : CSIRO ON Accelerate

10 Showcase  11 June 2026, Melbourne

4th Australian Space Cyber Forum, Adelaide - 11-12 June 2026

Aus Space 2026, Sydney - 17-18 June 2026

2026 AI and Cybersecurity Leadership Summit - 19 June 2026, Melbourne

ASPI Defence Conference :Securing the Region for Uncertainty, Canberra -

25 June 2026

25th European Conference on Cyber Warfare and Security (ECCWS),

University of Nottingham, United Kingdom,- 29-30 June 2026

19th Australian Space Forum - 21-22 July 2026 in Adelaide

WRegSAT Industry Consultation, Thursday 23 July 2026, 9:30 am – 11:30 am

at  Australian Space Forum in Adelaide on 23 July 2026

ADSTAR 2026, Adelaide 4-6 August 2026

Australian Aviation Summit in Sydney- 6 August 2026

ICAS2026 Sydney - 13 - 18 September 2026

Submarine Science, Technology & Engineering Conference - 21 - 23

September 2026 in Adelaide

Warship 2026 presented by the Royal Institution of Naval Architects, 30

September - 1 October 2026, Perth

The 2026 Land Forces International Land Defence Exposition (Land Forces), 6

-8 Oct 2026, Perth

Defence Human Sciences Symposium 2026, 17-19 November 2026,

Adelaide
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ICONIP 2026, Melbourne 23-27 November 2026 

(AICS 2026 will be held in association with 2026 International Workshop on

Artificial Intelligence and Cyber Security (AICS 2026), Melbourne - November

2026 ICONIP 2026 in Melbourne (23 - 27 November 2026).

PARARI 2026 - Australian Explosive Ordnance Safety Symposium, Canberra -

24 - 26 November 2026

Undersea Defence Technology Australia, Adelaide - 2 - 4 December 2026

 

Current DSI Opportunities

DSI - APR.Intern : New Defence Internship for Tasmanian Companies

Tasmanian Defence Industry Scholarships (Undergraduates)

Nuclear Powered Submarine Program
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