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Pilot Navy Engineering Challenge (NEC) 23-27
November 2026

Royal Australian Navy worked with Deakin University at its Waurn Ponds campus to
host a challenge from 1 to 5 June. This event brought together technical personnel
for a team-based practical activity focused on addressing a real Navy engineering
issue, which involved mechanical design, control systems, and remote operation.

The full rollout of the NEC is locked in for 23–27 November at Deakin University. This
is a fantastic touchpoint for defence innovation.

Advanced notice for technical sailors: expressions of interest (EOIs) are dropping in
the next few weeks.

📷Credits : LSIS Nadav Harel, Defence

 

ASD/ACSC - Opportunities for AI in Cyber
Defence

Read More
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ASD  has released new guidance to help organisations to adopt AI securely in cyber
defence.

The guidance outlines how organisations can use AI to strengthen organisational
cyber security while managing the risks of using AI.  It outlines the evolving cyber
security landscape, how to integrate AI for cyber security, secure adoption and key
questions to ask vendors and suppliers.

Relating News
Find out the Five Eyes cyber security agencies statement here - The AI shift in
cyber risk: why leaders must act now

📸 ASD

2027 DSTG Summer Vacation Placement
Program 

2027 DSTG Summer Vacation Placement Program Applications are currently open
for APS 2-3/4 (S&T Level 1-2) positions within the Defence Science and Technology
Group (DSTG). Any STEM students aiming to connect their academic achievements
with a contribution to national security should take advantage of this opportunity.

Closing Date: 12 July 2026
 

📹University of Melbourne

Call for Abstracts : Defence Human Sciences
Symposium 2026 

Read More

Read More and Apply Here
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DHSS 2026 will be co-hosted by Adelaide University and the Department of
Defence. It will be held from 17-19 November 2026 at Adelaide University (Magill
Campus).
The theme for DHSS 2026 is “Accelerating Human Capability for Future
Readiness. DHSS encourages submissions that clearly articulate what Defence
might do differently or change based on your practical findings.

Whether you are an established international researcher, an industry specialist, or a
student just beginning your career, DHSS provides a platform to showcase applied
research that can genuinely impact Defence capability.

Key Submission Details:
🟣Focus: Applied human sciences research (personnel preparedness, resilience,
performance, and sustainment).
🟣Scope: Research does not need to use Defence personnel. Studies involving elite
athletes, students, or translation-ready populations are highly welcome if the
Defence relevance is clear.
🟣Formats: Short oral presentations (~10 mins) or printed posters (with an optional
2-minute pitch).
🟣Deadline: Monday 20 July, 2026 at 11:59 PM AEST.
 

 Download DHSS 2026 Call for Abstracts Submission Requirements

📸 DSTG

CSIRO's On Prime Program

CSIRO’s next ON Prime program intake is open from 8 June to 8 July.

From August to October, ON Prime will support researchers in attracting resources
and making an impact. The program assists researchers in confirming they are
addressing the correct issue, offers frameworks to develop and evaluate their ideas
with customers, and gives guidance on the next steps.

CSIRO will also run Applicant Briefing session for the next intake:
• Wednesday 1 July 2026, 12-1 pm AEST

To attend the 1st July briefing session, please register here
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📸 CSIRO

Other Opportunities

📸 TVAC provided by DSTG

Regional Development Victoria – Regional Launching Pads

DSTG Thermal Vacuum Chamber (TVAC) Request for Proposals (RFP) closing 1
July 2026

22nd Australian International Aerospace Congress, Abstract Submissions closing 28
June 2026
 

Defence Trailblazer DINAMIC Program - Entrepreneurial Foundations for Defence +
(EFD+), closing 30 June 2026

The NVIDIA Inception Grand Challenge 2026 closing 30 June 2026

Defence Trailblazer -AUSDII, the Australian Defence Industry Incubator

Australian Institute of Professional Intelligence Officers - Awards for Excellence in the
Intelligence Profession, nominations close 30 June 2026.

Taking Victorian Cleantech Global Master Class, EoIs closing 1 July 2026

AISA - 2026 Cyber Security Awards, nominations closing 17 July 2026

Australia–Vietnam Science, Technology and Innovation Cooperation Initiative
(AVSTICI) Grants closing 20 July 2026

Australia–India Strategic Research Fund (AISRF) Early- and Mid-Career
Fellowships, closing 20 July 2026

Society for Underwater Technology - 2026 Scholarships closing 12 August 2026

Avalon International Airshow 2027 - Innovation PitchFest and Awards, submissions
closing 1 October 2026

 CSIRO - Next Generation Graduates Scholarship Program

ODIS - Defence Business Readiness Tool

The 'Defence Export Controls Foundations' eLearning module 

 

Defence - International Opportunities

Read More
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DARPA - Multi Modal Materials Analysis (MMOMA) - HR001126S0013
Abstracts Proposal  are due 8 July 2026.
Read More

ONRG - GlobalX Challenge 26.2 - Naval Southern Hemisphere Space Weather and
Plasmas (NSHSWP)
White papers are due 10 July 2026.
Read More

ONRG - GlobalX Challenge 26.1 - AI-Native Air Interface for Tactical Communication
Networks
White papers are due 10 July 2026.
A Kick-off webinar will be held 24 June 2026
Read More

DARPA - Request for Information - Low Resource Computing
Responses to the RFI are due via email to DARPA-SN-26-97@darpa.mil by 17 July
2026.
Read More

DARPA - Decentralized AI through Controlled Emergence (DICE) - HR001126S0010
Full proposals are due 25 August 2026.
Read More

DARPA - High Duty Cycle High-Energy Lasers (HEL) for SWaP-Constrained
 Systems - DARPA-SN-26-82
Full proposals are due 30 November 2026.
Read More

DARPA - Non-Optical Methods for High Speed Protein Control - DARPA-SN-26-89
Full proposals are due 8 December 2026.
Read More

DARPA - Information Processing Techniques Office Broad Agency Announcement -
HR001126S0011
Abstracts will be accepted and assessed on a rolling basis until 22 June 2027.
Read More

US CDMRP Opportunities – Multiples Callouts and Deadlines

US CDMRP - Kidney Cancer Research Program - Letters of Intent due 14 July
2026
USD CDMRP - Bone Marrow Failure Research Program - pre-proposals due 5
August 2026
US CDMRP - Orthopaedic Research Program -Pre-proposals due 19 August
2026
US CDMRP - Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy Research Program - Pre-
applications due 4 September 2026
US CDMRP - Rare Cancers Research Program - Letters of Intent due 16
September 2026
US- CDMRP - Parkinson's Research Program - Letters of Intent due 23
October 2026
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UK HMGCC - Upgradeable Sensors to Rapidly Detect Chemical and Biological
Hazards

Submissions are due 23 July 2026

Read More

 

Upcoming Events

ASPI Defence Conference :Securing the Region for Uncertainty, Canberra -

25 June 2026

25th European Conference on Cyber Warfare and Security (ECCWS),

University of Nottingham, United Kingdom,- 29-30 June 2026

Defence + Industry Conference 2026 in Canberra 30 june - 1 July

2026, Registration closes 19 June 2026.

The Joint Capabilities Group (JCG) Space & Cyber Domain Industry Forum

2026, 10 July 2026, at the Adams Auditorium, UNSW Australian Defence

Force Academy (ADFA), Campbell, ACT

4th Annual LIMS-DLR Microgravity Workshop, La Trobe University,

Melbourne - 13 - 15 July 2026

1st National Space Biomedical Research Symposium - 16 July 2026

2026 Australian Defence Industry Accelerator Summit - 16 July 2026

19th Australian Space Forum - 21-22 July 2026 in Adelaide

WRegSAT Industry Consultation, Thursday 23 July 2026, 9:30 am – 11:30 am

at  Australian Space Forum in Adelaide on 23 July 2026
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ADSTAR 2026, Adelaide 4-6 August 2026

Australian Aviation Summit in Sydney- 6 August 2026

Defence iQ  - Maritime Conferences - 13 - 14 October 2026, Portugal

2026 SIAA Southern Space Conference, Canberra, 11-12 August 2026

Army’s Land Environment Working Group (LEWG) 2026, Canberra - 17 - 18

August 2026 – Join the Wait List.

ICAS2026 Sydney - 13 - 18 September 2026

Submarine Science, Technology & Engineering Conference - 21 - 23

September 2026 in Adelaide

Defence iQ - Modern Warfare Conference - 29 - 30 September 2026 in

Bucharest, Romania

Warship 2026 presented by the Royal Institution of Naval Architects, 30

September - 1 October 2026, Perth

The 2026 Land Forces International Land Defence Exposition (Land Forces), 6

-8 Oct 2026, Perth

IEEE Military Communications Conference - 12-16 October 2026 in

Washington DC, USA.

NASA Space Apps Challenge - 14 -15 November 2026

Defence Human Sciences Symposium 2026, 17-19 November 2026,

Adelaide

ICONIP 2026, Melbourne 23-27 November 2026 

(AICS 2026 will be held in association with 2026 International Workshop on

Artificial Intelligence and Cyber Security (AICS 2026), Melbourne - November

2026 ICONIP 2026 in Melbourne (23 - 27 November 2026).

PARARI 2026 - Australian Explosive Ordnance Safety Symposium, Canberra -

24 - 26 November 2026

Undersea Defence Technology Australia, Adelaide - 2 - 4 December 2026

 

Current DSI Opportunities

DSI - APR.Intern : New Defence Internship for Tasmanian Companies

Tasmanian Defence Industry Scholarships (Undergraduates)

Nuclear Powered Submarine Program
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