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Commonwealth Statement on Space 

The Australian Government has launched the Commonwealth Statement on
Space, setting a targeted roadmap for local capability as the global space economy
heads toward US$1.8 trillion by 2035.

Aligned with a Future Made in Australia, this framework—supported by a new
Statement of Expectations for the Australian Space Agency (ASA) to speed up
regulatory approvals—gives our research and innovation community a clear pathway
to commercialise Australian technology and create secure local jobs

Key Highlights from the Framework

5 Core Focus Areas

Trusted Space Services: PNT, communications, Earth observation & space
monitoring
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Spaceflight Ecosystem: Launch, re-entry, recovery & ground segment

Space Platforms: Satellites & multi-orbit constellations

Microgravity Ecosystem: In-space manufacturing, biotech & terrestrial
translation

Exploration Technologies: Remote operations, robotics & lunar applications

5 Action Themes for Government

Promote Australia’s strengths in space

Coordinate demand signals

Shape capability development

Deepen & harness international partnerships

Advance regulation & international governance (including space monitoring &
debris management)

Strategic Alignment & Funding Pathways

The Statement highlights key capital mechanisms supporting the sector, including:

National Reconstruction Fund Corporation (NRFC): $15B fund which has
already supported $198.5M in space co-investments.

Defence Integrated Investment Program: $9.08B–$12.28B earmarked for
enhanced space capabilities.

What’s Next?

The Australian Space Agency will lead targeted consultations with industry,
academia, and government stakeholders to map out detailed action plans, which are
expected to be released later this year.

📸 : Australian Space Agency

ASCA Pitch Day 2026 - Resilient Command and
Control

DISR - Media Release: New statement charts Australia's future in space

ASA: New statement charts Australia's future in space
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ASCA is hosting its ASCA Pitch Day 2026 – Resilient Command and Control (RC2)
on Wednesday, 5 August 2026 in Adelaide, held alongside the ADSTAR 2026
Summit.

This high-impact event brings together innovators from industry and academia to
present promising solutions addressing critical Defence challenges in command and
control (C2).

The Challenge Statements

Pitch presentations will address three critical areas derived from the RC2 Request
for Information process:

Challenge 1: Operating in Denied, Degraded, Intermittent, and Limited (DDIL)
environments.
Challenge 2: Protecting and ensuring resilient C2 capabilities.
Challenge 3: Recovery of degraded C2 networks.

Event Details & How to Attend

Delivered in a hybrid format, you can participate either in person in Adelaide or
virtually from anywhere.

Date & Time: Wednesday, 5 August 2026 | 10:30 am – 12:30 pm ACST
Location: Adelaide Convention Centre, SA (or online)
In-Person Attendance: Available via the ADSTAR 2026 Summit Registration
Page (Closes 11:59 pm ACST, Sunday 26 July 2026)
Virtual Attendance: FREE via the online registration form (Closes 9:30 am
AEST, Tuesday 4 August 2026)

 

Reminder : Abstract Submissions Closing Soon -
Defence Human Sciences Symposium 2026

The abstract submission deadline for the 2026 Defence Human Sciences
Symposium (DHSS) has been extended to Monday 27th July, 2026 (11:59 PM

Read More on 14 Pitch Presenters & Projects
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AEST).

Co-hosted by Adelaide University and the Department of Defence, this year's theme
is "Accelerating Human Capability for Future Readiness."

Defence Science and Technology Group (DSTG) is looking for applied human
sciences research (oral presentations and posters) that can directly enhance
Defence capability.

Academia, industry, and Defence researchers—don't miss your chance to showcase
your work this November in Adelaide.

📸 DSTG

National Industry PhD Program

Applications for Round 8 of the National Industry PhD Program open 13 July 2026,
closing 21 August 2026.

The National Industry PhD Program consists of two streams:

Industry Linked PhD stream - support for PhD candidates to undertake
research projects co-designed with industry, with opportunities to embedded in
an industry setting; scholarship top-up of at least $17,135 a year for 4 years;
Industry Researcher PhD stream - support for industry professionals to
undertake PhD projects in conjunction with a university; subsidises full pay and
benefits for the Industry Researcher.

📹Dept of Education

Reminder : Request For Proposal Closing Soon -
 DSTG's Space Thermal Vacuum Chamber

(TVAC)

Submit Your Abstract

Read More
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The Defence Science and Technology Group (DSTG) advises academic, research,
and industry partners that the closing time for the Request for Proposal to host the
Space Thermal Vacuum Chamber (TVAC) has been officially extended.

To ensure all potential respondents have sufficient time to finalise and submit
comprehensive, collaborative proposals, the timeline has been updated as follows:

Revised Closing Deadline: 1 August 2026 (previously 1 July 2026)
Terms and Conditions: All other terms and conditions of the original Request
for Proposal remain unchanged. Responses must be submitted in accordance
with the original instructions by the revised closing time.

📸 DSTG

Other Opportunities

Read More
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Army Innovation Day 2026 RFI closing 27 July 2026. For more information and to
submit your proposal, please visit AusTender (Ref: AID26-LCD-26-0030)

Department of Defence - Defence Test & Evaluation Training Partner - Standing
Offer, Responses are due 4:00pm (ACT time) 7 August 2026 via AusTender
Reference RFT 74698.

Schmidt Sciences - Scaling AI Safety for a Multi-Agent World closing 8 August 2026

Critical Minerals Production Tax Incentive forms, timeframes and guidance topics:
have your say until 11 August 2026

Society for Underwater Technology - 2026 Scholarships closing 12 August 2026

2026 Australian AI Awards - Nominations Close 14 August 2026

AAUS - SkyTech 2027 - 22-23 February 2027 Call for Papers Closing 30 August
2026

Avalon International Airshow 2027 - Innovation PitchFest and Awards, submissions
closing 1 October 2026

2026 National Innovation Policy Forum 13 October 2026, Canberrra -  Expression of
Interest -This is an Expression of Interest ONLY for an invitation to this event. This is
NOT a registration.

 CSIRO - Next Generation Graduates Scholarship Program

ODIS - Defence Business Readiness Tool

The 'Defence Export Controls Foundations' eLearning module 

AMCRC - STARTER Project Funding Program, Applications are accepted and
assessed on an ongoing basis

 

Defence - International Opportunities
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Image credits :By 12019 from Pixabay

Innocentive - autonomous eradication technologies for Guam's invasive brown tree
snakes
Solutions will be accepted from across the TRL scale.
Read More

US Defense Innovation Unit - Space Power Beaming
Responses are due 22 July 2026.
Read More

US Defense Innovation Unit - Massed Modular Aircraft
Submissions are due 23 July 2026.
Read More

US Army xTech - Apex Intercept
White papers, plus an optional 5 minute video, are due 24 July 2026.
Read More

IARPA - Solutions Marketplace
Five-minute video submissions will be accepted on an ongoing basis from 1 August
2026, with assessments happening monthly until 31 July 2027.
Read More

DARPA -  Protein Engineering (PENG) Proposers Day - 10 August 2026

Registration for in-person attendance closes 31 July 2026 or when capacity is
reached.
Registration for webcast attendance closes 31 July 2026 or when capacity is
reached.
Non-US citizens (academia and industry) must submit a DARPA Form 60 or an
Official Visit Request (government personnel) by 31 July 2026.
DARPA Form 60's are valid for 6 months from the date of issue.  Holders of a
valid form do not need to re-submit.

Read More

DARPA - Request for Information - Multiscale Reasoning for Human
Physiology
Responses are due 10 August 2026 via email to bioreasoning@darpa.mil .
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Read More

DARPA - Request for Information - Infrared Focal Plane Arrays
Responses to this RFI are due 14 August 2026 via email to DARPA-SN-26-
94@darpa.mil.
Read More

DARPA - Perrseus - DARPA-PS-26-127
Intent to propose due 1 September 2026 with full proposals due 23 September
2026.
Read More

DARPA - Information Processing Techniques Office Broad Agency Announcement -
HR001126S0011
Abstracts will be accepted and assessed on a rolling basis until 22 June 2027.
Read More

US CDMRP Opportunities – Multiples Callouts and Deadlines

Combat Readiness Research Program - Pre-proposals due 17 August 2026
Neurofibromatosis Research Program - Letters of Intent due 8 September
2026

 

UK Cyber Effects Network - Call for Abstracts - Optimising Cyber Effects
Operations for Conflict
Abstracts of no more than 250 words are due 30 July 2026.
Read More

UK HMGCC - Visualising Smart Cities

Phase 1 applications are due 13 August 2026.

Selected applicants will be invited to submit an in-depth Phase 2 proposal, due 10
September 2026, with selected Phase Phase 2 applicants invited to give a 20-minute
pitch.

Read More
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Upcoming Events

ADSTAR 2026, Adelaide 4-6 August 2026

Australian Aviation Summit in Sydney- 6 August 2026

Defence iQ  - Maritime Conferences - 13 - 14 October 2026, Portugal

2026 SIAA Southern Space Conference, Canberra, 11-12 August 2026

Army’s Land Environment Working Group (LEWG) 2026, Canberra - 17 - 18

August 2026 – Join the Wait List.

AIPIO Intelligence Conference 2026 - 26-28 August, Melbourne

ICAS2026 Sydney - 13 - 18 September 2026

Submarine Science, Technology & Engineering Conference - 21 - 23

September 2026 in Adelaide

Defence iQ - Modern Warfare Conference - 29 - 30 September 2026 in

Bucharest, Romania

Warship 2026 presented by the Royal Institution of Naval Architects, 30

September - 1 October 2026, Perth

The 2026 Land Forces International Land Defence Exposition (Land Forces), 6

-8 Oct 2026, Perth

Chief of Army Symposium 2026, 6-8 October, Land Forces, Perth

AAUS - Autonomy in the Joint Military Battlespace - 7 October 2026.

Register for the Conference as part of your Land Forces 2026 registration.

IEEE Military Communications Conference - 12-16 October 2026 in

Washington DC, USA.

NASA Space Apps Challenge - 14 -15 November 2026

Defence Human Sciences Symposium 2026, 17-19 November 2026,

Adelaide
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Navy Engineering Challenge (NEC) 23-27 November 2026, Deakin University

ICONIP 2026, Melbourne 23-27 November 2026 

(AICS 2026 will be held in association with 2026 International Workshop on

Artificial Intelligence and Cyber Security (AICS 2026), Melbourne - November

2026 ICONIP 2026 in Melbourne (23 - 27 November 2026).

PARARI 2026 - Australian Explosive Ordnance Safety Symposium, Canberra -

24 - 26 November 2026

Undersea Defence Technology Australia, Adelaide - 2 - 4 December 2026

AAUS - SkyTech 2027 in Melbourne - 22-23 February 2027

Current DSI Opportunities

DSI - APR.Intern : New Defence Internship for Tasmanian Companies

Tasmanian Defence Industry Scholarships (Undergraduates)

Nuclear Powered Submarine Program
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