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Opportunities for Defence Innovators : Army
Innovation Day 2026

Transformations are taking place in the Australian Defence sector: RICO has
officially transitioned to G58 – Army Advanced Capabilities. To commemorate the
start of this new phase, the Australian Army has issued a Request for Information for
Army Innovation Day 2026 (AID26).

The Challenge: "Autonomous Mass in Littoral Warfare." The Army is
seeking scalable, affordable, and autonomous systems (TRL 4–6) to operate in
coastal environments—keeping soldiers out of harm's way.

Why Apply? Selected participants get direct user interaction with operators, a
formal Army Technology Assessment Report, and no-cost validation against
real-world requirements.

 Key Dates & Next Steps

10 July 2026 (11 AM AEST): Virtual Market Briefing. Watch the briefing here.

27 July 2026: RFI Submissions close on AusTender.

6–8 October 2026: Exhibit at Land Forces 2026 in Perth.

2–13 November 2026: Field Experimentation in Adelaide.

For more information and to submit your proposal, please visit AusTender (Ref:
AID26-LCD-26-0030)
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Read the Australian Army Contribution to the National Defence Strategy 2026 here.

📷Credits : MAJ Carolyn Barnett. Defence Australia

Department of Defence - Defence Test &
Evaluation Training Partner - Standing Offer

Defence is seeking organisations to provide training partner services in Defence Test
and Evaluation (T&E) under a standing offer arrangement.

The successful organisation will training and related support services regarding the
testing and evaluation of Defence capabilities.

T&E is a critical function in the development and ongoing management of Defence
Capability. Conducted across all stages of the Defence capability lifecycle, T&E
provides assurance that capabilities are safe and operationally viable through the
generation and review of objective evidence and quantification of risk.

Services to be provided under any resulting contractual arrangements include:

Service 1: Management and delivery of instructor-led foundational T&E courses
Service 2: Management of online eLearning familiarisation T&E courses
Service 3: Development of new T&E training offerings to meet Defence needs
Service 4: Sourcing and coordination T&E specialist courses from external parties
Service 5: Other T&E training related services.

For all services, the partner may be required to design, develop, modify, maintain,
deliver, manage, coordinate, evaluate and assess the courses including all
courseware and training material.

Responses are due 4:00pm (ACT time) 7 August 2026 via AusTender Reference
RFT 74698.

📸 Defence Australia

2026 Defence Industry Development Strategy 

Read More on AusTender

Read More
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The Australian Government has officially released the 2026 Defence Industry
Development Strategy alongside the 2026 Integrated Investment Program.
Together, these pivotal updates outline the framework, funding, and strategic
direction for defence industry engagement and sovereign capability development
moving forward.

Explore the official publications and ministerial announcements via the links below.

📸 Defence Australia

AAUS - Autonomy in the Joint Military
Battlespace - 7 October 2026

The Australian Association for Uncrewed Systems presents the 2026 Joint Military
Battlespace Conference as part of Land Forces in Perth on Wednesday 7 October
2026.

Autonomy in the Joint Military Battlespace aims to promote engagement between
defence and defence industry on the evolving use of autonomy and uncrewed
systems for defence applications.

View: 2026 Defence Industry Development Strategy

View: 2026 Integrated Investment Program

Deputy PM Marles’ Media Release

Minister Conroy’s Media Release
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Themes for this year's conference:

Current and future ADF programs involving uncrewed systems (land, sea and
air domains)
Emerging uncrewed systems technology, innovation and R&D relevant to
defence programs
Operation perspectives gained from the use of uncrewed systems in a defence
setting
Defence innovation funding programs and opportunities

Register for the Conference as part of your Land Forces 2026 registration.

 

📹AAUS

National Industry PhD Program

Applications for Round 8 of the National Industry PhD Program open 13 July 2026,
closing 21 August 2026.

The National Industry PhD Program consists of two streams:

Industry Linked PhD stream - support for PhD candidates to undertake
research projects co-designed with industry, with opportunities to embedded in
an industry setting; scholarship top-up of at least $17,135 a year for 4 years;
Industry Researcher PhD stream - support for industry professionals to
undertake PhD projects in conjunction with a university; subsidises full pay and
benefits for the Industry Researcher.

📹Dept of Education

Australian Space Agency - Request for
Information - Australian Space Payloads and

Experiments

Read More

Read More
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The Australian Space Agency is seeking information from the sector on
Australia’s microgravity and space payload state of the art.

In-scope payloads and experiments include operations under the effects of
radiation, isolation, distance from Earth, gravity impacts and environmental
impacts including thermal and vacuum.

ASA is interested in current, planned or feasible science, research, payload
development and related industry activities, including commercial spin-offs and
products.

Responses to this RFI are due 24 July 2026.

 

📸Pixabay

AMCRC - STARTER Project Funding Program

The Additive Manufacturing CRC's STARTER Program offers matching cash funding
of $20,000 - $75,000 for projects of 3 - 12 months duration, designed to accelerate
early-stage adoption and application of additive manufacturing.

The Program brings together manufacturers, researchers, technology providers, and
supply chain partners to test feasibility, de-risk adoption, and build capability across
the additive manufacturing value chain.

Applicants must be Australian-registered businesses or manufacturers.  Priority will
be given to companies that are Partners with the AMCRC.

Applicants must partner with an AMCRC Research Partner to undertake the project:

Charles Darwin University
CSIRO
Curtin University
Deakin University
Flinders University
Griffith University
Monash University

Read More
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Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT)
Swinburne University of Technology (SUT)
Adelaide University
University of Queensland (UQ)
University of Technology Sydney (UTS)
University of Western Sydney

Projects must address Manufacturing Readiness Level 3-8 at commencement,
maturing readiness over the course of the project.
 

Information Session
Webinar: STARTER Project Funding : Wed, 15 Jul, 1pm - 2pm AEST
Register here https://bit.ly/4eUVr5w

Applications are accepted and assessed on an ongoing basis.

📸 AMCRC

Extension of Request for Proposal : DSTG's
Space Thermal Vacuum Chamber (TVAC)

The Defence Science and Technology Group (DSTG) advises academic, research,
and industry partners that the closing time for the Request for Proposal to host the
Space Thermal Vacuum Chamber (TVAC) has been officially extended.

To ensure all potential respondents have sufficient time to finalise and submit
comprehensive, collaborative proposals, the timeline has been updated as follows:
 

Revised Closing Deadline: 1 August 2026 (previously 1 July 2026)
Terms and Conditions: All other terms and conditions of the original Request
for Proposal remain unchanged. Responses must be submitted in accordance
with the original instructions by the revised closing time.

📸 DSTG

Other Opportunities

Read More

Read More
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CSIRO's ON Prime Program Closing 8 July 2026

APS 2-3/4 (S&T Level 1-2) - 2027 DSTG Summer Vacation Placement Program 12
July 2026

Viasat: Space for Good Australia 2026, Pre-Registration Opens 13 July 2026

AISA - 2026 Cyber Security Awards, nominations closing 17 July 2026

DHSS 2026 Call for Abstract Submissions Closing 20 July 2026

Australia–Vietnam Science, Technology and Innovation Cooperation Initiative
(AVSTICI) Grants closing 20 July 2026

Australia–India Strategic Research Fund (AISRF) Early- and Mid-Career
Fellowships, closing 20 July 2026

Society for Underwater Technology - 2026 Scholarships closing 12 August 2026

AAUS - SkyTech 2027 - 22-23 February 2027 Call for Papers Closing 30 August
2026

Avalon International Airshow 2027 - Innovation PitchFest and Awards, submissions
closing 1 October 2026

2026 National Innovation Policy Forum 13 October 2026, Canberrra -  Expression of
Interest -This is an Expression of Interest ONLY for an invitation to this event. This is
NOT a registration.

 CSIRO - Next Generation Graduates Scholarship Program

ODIS - Defence Business Readiness Tool

The 'Defence Export Controls Foundations' eLearning module 

 

Defence - International Opportunities
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DARPA - Radiofrequency Architectures Applying Photonic Timing and Routing
(RAAPTR) - DARPA-PS-26-126
Proposal abstracts are due 13 July 2026
Read More

DARPA - Lightweight Universal Code (LUC) - HR001126S0014
Proposal abstracts are due 22 July 2026.
Read More

DARPA - Request for Information - Advancing Autonomous Science for
Biological Applications
Response are due 22 July 2026 via email to AutoSci-RFI@darpa.mil 
Read More

DARPA - Proposers Day - Precision Inertial Navigation and Positioning On an
Integrated Tesseract (PINPOINT) - 27 July 2026

Registration for in-person attendance closes 20 July 2026 or when capacity is
reached.
Registration for webcast attendance closes 23 July 2026 or when capacity is
reached.
For non-US citizens, registration (in person or webcast) must be completed
before submitting their DARPA Form 60.
Non-US citizens (academia and industry) must submit a DARPA Form 60 or an
Official Visit Request (government personnel) by 13 July 2026.
DARPA Form 60's are valid for 6 months from the date of issue.  Holders of a
valid form do not need to re-submit.

Read More

ONRG - GlobalX Challenge 26.2 - Naval Southern Hemisphere Space Weather and
Plasmas (NSHSWP)
Full Proposals by 30 August 2026.
Read More

DARPA - Information Processing Techniques Office Broad Agency Announcement -
HR001126S0011
Abstracts will be accepted and assessed on a rolling basis until 22 June 2027.
Read More
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US CDMRP Opportunities – Multiples Callouts and Deadlines

Combat Readiness Research Program - Pre-proposals due 17 August 2026
Neurofibromatosis Research Program - Letters of Intent due 8 September
2026

 

UK HMGCC - HMGCC Co-Creation - Cooling in High Power Battlefield Comms

Proposals are due 6 August 2026.

Read More

 

Upcoming Events

The Joint Capabilities Group (JCG) Space & Cyber Domain Industry Forum

2026, 10 July 2026, at the Adams Auditorium, UNSW Australian Defence

Force Academy (ADFA), Campbell, ACT

4th Annual LIMS-DLR Microgravity Workshop, La Trobe University,

Melbourne - 13 - 15 July 2026

1st National Space Biomedical Research Symposium - 16 July 2026

2026 Australian Defence Industry Accelerator Summit - 16 July 2026

19th Australian Space Forum - 21-22 July 2026 in Adelaide

WRegSAT Industry Consultation, Thursday 23 July 2026, 9:30 am – 11:30 am

at  Australian Space Forum in Adelaide on 23 July 2026

ADSTAR 2026, Adelaide 4-6 August 2026

Australian Aviation Summit in Sydney- 6 August 2026

Defence iQ  - Maritime Conferences - 13 - 14 October 2026, Portugal

2026 SIAA Southern Space Conference, Canberra, 11-12 August 2026

Army’s Land Environment Working Group (LEWG) 2026, Canberra - 17 - 18

August 2026 – Join the Wait List.

ICAS2026 Sydney - 13 - 18 September 2026

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

https://defencescienceinstitute.com/funding-opportunity/cdmrp-combat-readiness-medical-research-program/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/funding-opportunity/us-cdmrp-neurofibromatosis-research-program/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/funding-opportunity/us-cdmrp-neurofibromatosis-research-program/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/funding-opportunity/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/funding-opportunity/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/funding-opportunity/hmgcc-co-creation-cooling-in-high-power-battlefield-comms/
https://www.defencescienceinstitute.com/
https://www.defencescienceinstitute.com/
https://www.tenders.gov.au/Atm/Show/2716b868-8e9d-49bc-9618-c025b7f3e797
https://www.tenders.gov.au/Atm/Show/?Id=2716b868-8e9d-49bc-9618-c025b7f3e797
https://www.tenders.gov.au/Atm/Show/?Id=2716b868-8e9d-49bc-9618-c025b7f3e797
https://www.tenders.gov.au/Atm/Show/2716b868-8e9d-49bc-9618-c025b7f3e797
https://www.tenders.gov.au/Atm/Show/2716b868-8e9d-49bc-9618-c025b7f3e797
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/4th-annual-lims-dlr-microgravity-workshop-13-15-july-2026/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/4th-annual-lims-dlr-microgravity-workshop-13-15-july-2026/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/1st-national-space-biomedical-research-symposium-16-july-2026/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/2026-australian-defence-industry-accelerator-summit-16-july-2026/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/19th-australian-space-forum-21-22-july-2026/
https://7aw9jn.share-ap1.hsforms.com/2V9C6aa-uQJmNqFR3JeaUGQ?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9DJG9lQIrRU-HSL4KKiVocc4Kdn716-VLN82nezs7xQIllAPC_3mxBJX6zAZqfA3Fy22ZG
https://7aw9jn.share-ap1.hsforms.com/2V9C6aa-uQJmNqFR3JeaUGQ?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9DJG9lQIrRU-HSL4KKiVocc4Kdn716-VLN82nezs7xQIllAPC_3mxBJX6zAZqfA3Fy22ZG
https://www.adstarsummit.com.au/about
https://australianaviation.com.au/australian-aviation-summit/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/defence-iq-maritime-conferences-13-14-october-2026/
https://www.spaceindustry.com.au/southern-space/
https://australianarmy-lewg-2026.eventsair.site/
https://australianarmy-lewg-2026.eventsair.site/
https://defencescienceinstitute.com/news/icas2026-13-18-september-2026/
http://eepurl.com/dN1-8g
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=81ad37b84db20d5b82f7208f3&id=5f0926540f
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=81ad37b84db20d5b82f7208f3&id=5f0926540f
javascript:;


Submarine Science, Technology & Engineering Conference - 21 - 23

September 2026 in Adelaide

Defence iQ - Modern Warfare Conference - 29 - 30 September 2026 in

Bucharest, Romania

Warship 2026 presented by the Royal Institution of Naval Architects, 30

September - 1 October 2026, Perth

The 2026 Land Forces International Land Defence Exposition (Land Forces), 6

-8 Oct 2026, Perth

IEEE Military Communications Conference - 12-16 October 2026 in

Washington DC, USA.

NASA Space Apps Challenge - 14 -15 November 2026

Defence Human Sciences Symposium 2026, 17-19 November 2026,

Adelaide

Navy Engineering Challenge (NEC) 23-27 November 2026, Deakin University

ICONIP 2026, Melbourne 23-27 November 2026 

(AICS 2026 will be held in association with 2026 International Workshop on

Artificial Intelligence and Cyber Security (AICS 2026), Melbourne - November

2026 ICONIP 2026 in Melbourne (23 - 27 November 2026).

PARARI 2026 - Australian Explosive Ordnance Safety Symposium, Canberra -

24 - 26 November 2026

Undersea Defence Technology Australia, Adelaide - 2 - 4 December 2026

AAUS - SkyTech 2027 in Melbourne - 22-23 February 2027

Current DSI Opportunities

DSI - APR.Intern : New Defence Internship for Tasmanian Companies

Tasmanian Defence Industry Scholarships (Undergraduates)

Nuclear Powered Submarine Program
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