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Vice Chief Defence Force

Australian Government Advanced Strategic Capabilities Accelerator

Defence Level 2, 20 Brindabella Business Circuit
Canberra Airport

ACT 2609

Dear Innovator,

The Advanced Strategic Capabilities Accelerator (ASCA) is accelerating the delivery of innovative
capabilities to the Australian Defence Force by rapidly developing, testing and transitioning technologies

that address Defence’s priority needs.

To support this initiative, ASCA invites you to submit a tender in response to the Land Distributed
Tactical Power Management Challenge Request for Tender (RFT) or otherwise referred to as the ‘Power

Challenge’.

This Challenge is a collaborative initiative between Australia and the United Kingdom (UK) to advance
innovative solutions that address emerging land force energy requirements. Through this RFT, ASCA is
seeking tenders to develop and demonstrate innovative solutions addressing one or more of the Desired
Capability Effects (DCEs) described below, supported by a clear technical approach, project execution

plan and budget.
DCE 1 - Company Level Power Generation and Management

A modular, scalable and low-signature power capability that supports dispersed company-level
operations for up to 72 hours independently of higher-echelon power sources. The capability may
incorporate power generation, energy storage, energy replenishment and power distribution functions,

and should support operations at company, platoon and section levels.
DCE 2 — Tactical Edge Power

A modular and scalable power capability that enables platoons, sections and individual soldiers to
operate for up to 48 hours without reliance on company-level replenishment capabilities. The capability
may incorporate local power generation, energy storage, energy harvesting, battery exchange or energy
replenishment functions suitable for operation at the tactical edge. Multiple DCE 2 systems may be

employed to meet platoon-level energy requirements.

This RFT has been prepared utilising the ASDEFCON (Complex Services) template, with ASCA specific
tailoring that is intended to streamline and simplify the contract. Material amendments to the
ASDEFCON (Complex Services) template are identified in the Matrix of Changes at Annex A to this
letter. Tenderers are encouraged to exercise independent skill and judgement in reading and

understanding this RFT and in preparing your tender.

This Contract and its Attachments are representative of the resultant contract which the Commonwealth

intends to enter with successful tenderers. Due to the nature of the Challenge, and the disparity between
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offered solutions, each Challenge Contract will need to be individually tailored for each successful
tender. The Commonwealth intends to provide a tailored draft of this Contract and its Attachments to
each tenderer which is selected to proceed to negotiations. Accordingly, tenderers should be aware
that the terms of this draft Contract and the Attachments, particularly the Statement of Work, may be

subject to substantive change.

An Industry Briefing for the Power Challenge will be conducted virtually on 16 September 2026 at
11:00 - 12:00 Midday AEST. You can register for the Industry Briefing using the following link:

https://asca-powerchallenge.anzpac.chime.live/app/

Subject to the Conditions of Tender, the key information for the RFT is outlined below:

Key Information Details

Tender Closing Time 2:00pm AEDT, 15 October

Outcomes notified From January 2027

Total funding available Up to $6.6 million (GST inclusive)
Technology Readiness Level (TRL) Ending at minimum TRL 6

Contract start month Aim to start March 2027

Project duration Maximum 12 months from commencement

The above schedule is subject to change at any time and is not to be relied on by tenderers as final
and definitive.

Yours sincerely,

Yo

Mr John Harwood
Director Innovation Incubation
Advanced Strategic Capabilities Accelerator

10 September 2026
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